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THE 


PR E 7 AC E. 


1 8 7 have kat lo _ theſe 5 
7 3 courſes io the notice of the public, 1 


OO think myſelf obliged to acquaint them with | 
wm motzves and reaſons for ſo domg. T1 
| declare, neuther ambition or avarice could. 

excite me to any thing of this kind ;—1 am 


q not aftuated by the former, as I am ſen- 


Abl of my inability to excel, and I hope the 
latter well never fond place in my heart. 1 
| fall not ſcruple to acknowledge, that I have. 


thus expoſed myſelf to gratify the defire. of i 
many worthy perſons: this however will be 


no ſcreen from the cenſures which I expect, 


and perhaps deſerve. I am very willing to 
Fay this cuſtomary tribute, if the plain 
truths which theſe diſcourſes contain produce 
a change of heart in thoſe who read them. — 
I confeſs I am not without hope in this caſe, 
| a as 


o COS, 


- 
Te . 

— — — — ov 

«ous a ae — — 


The PREFACE. 
s Go was pleaſed to bleſs them in a ver; 
remarkable manner when they were delivered 
from the pulpit, The ſubjects are 
_ fuch as are intended 10 expoſe the dan- 
ger and folly of ſin; and to mduce men 
io love and prattice the holy religion” of 
Jxsus; the leading principles of which, 
I have endeavoured to lay down in the moſt 
intelligible manner; fo that I hope ſome 
heart will be impreſſed with the truth of 
them, and effeflually reclaimed from the un- 
manly and unchriſtian practice of every 
ſpecies of iniquity. In fhort, the de- 
Jign of thus publication is not to make, men 
| wiſer, ſo much as it is intended to make them 
better. this end is anſwered, I ſhall 
| gladly ſacrifice my reputation to the reſentment 
_ of wrong headed zealots, and the puerile 
n of narrow minded criticks, 2 55 
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Jos xiv. 1 


Man THAT 18 BORN OF A WOMAN Is 


of F PE . AND FULL OF TROU B LE. | 


: Ho. 3 our 3 and 1 con- 


tradict this grand truth the brevity of 


life! If the ſacred text was deeply imprinted 
in our minds, and ſenſibly felt in our hearts, 
ſurely it would oblige us to quit the vanities 


of time, and urge us to purſue vith utmoſt 


| ardor and diligence thoſe things that make 
for our everlaſting peace; but man, that is 
born of a woman, too conceited to be admo- 
| Niſhed, too ſelf-willed to be detained in the 
paths of wiſdom, makes but little improve- 
ment at the beſt of the ſhort ſpace which he 
is allowed for the attainment of that ſtate of 
future tranquility and inexhauſted delight, 
Where his day ſhall never end, and where 
| trouble wall never more aſſail him. 


* 5 MAN 


„ ( 
"Mam that is born of a woman, prone to 
dq evil as the ſparks fly upward, too devoid 


. of conſideration—by his irregularities greatly 


impairs, if, not ſhortens, his days which are 
but /ew, and multiplies his troubles which are 
 many.—Alas !—if our days are few, and the 
few uncertain, how highly does it behove us in 
the preſent moment to cry earneſtly to our 
God, that he may preſerve us from the mi- 
ſeries of the ungodly, and by the interpoſi- 
tion of his providence reſcue us from eternal 
trouble! 15 | 


ar cd to ſome particulars, it will 
be needful to conſider the wncertaznty and 
_ brevity of life, and a few of the troubles that 
are ever annexed to it. And then expoſe the 
madneſs and folly of thoſe who t to in- 


prove this uncertain life. 


As to the brevity, and e of life. ; 
What man that lives can aſſure himſelf of the 
coming moment ?—While the impious aſſur- 
ance is growing in his haughty mind the bar- 
bed arrows of relentleſs death may lodge 

deeply in his guilty heart, and transfix his 
_ fleeting ſoul What tho' our inſolence car- 
- ries us to the utmoſt limits of preſumption, 
and tho' we {mart not for our daring actions, 
does 


ta) 


does it prove any ability in us to ſave our- 


ſelves—any power to reſiſt his frown whoſe 


hand contains the iſſues of life and death? 
By no means nor can the ſtrongeſt cordage 


of the human heart preſerve it from the fatal 


blow of DEATH's keen ſcythe. When he at- 5 
tacks it, with his ample ſtroke, the yielding 
| breaſt muſt open a paſſage to the trembling. 


heart, and then the crimſon ſtreams flowing 


from the wounded ſpring beſmear the ruthan's 
blade !—Then, man that is born of a woman 
returns to his original, moulders into duſt. 


Wren man firſt iſſues from the teeming 


womb of her who gave him birth, like the in- 


fant-bud—he is too tender to ſuſtain the. 
rough viſits of the northern blaſt; and as the 


early bloſſom of ſome fair tree withers by the 
baleful effect, ſo the young viſitant takes a 
| haſty farewel ſummoned hence by ſome ſharp 


diſeaſe. Nor are thoſe who are farther ad- 
vanced in the ſeaſon of life more ſecure than 


the early bloſſom; tho' the fruit looks fair, 5 
and affords us hopes of a delicious banquet, 


our high expectations are often deſtroyed by 
ſome unſuſpected caterpillar latent beneath 
the leaf, —or as ſome ſmall worm lodged in 


the centre of the fruit imperceptibly Works 
its decay, ſo the youth, in whom the parents 


A's 5 DON lives 


lives are bound, comely in his perſon, amia- 
ble in his deportment, carrying in his aſpect 
the promiſe of longevity, may have ſome 
emiſſary of death working his quick decay.— 
Inſtances are not wanting to prove the mourn- 
ful truth. Nor are he” robuſt, the ſpirited 
and gay more ee lem the grand ee fow 


Tax ſtrong, like SAmsoN often pull the 
mighty fabric on themſelves and periſh in the 


ruins. How often is the lofty pine by ſome _ 


ſudden tempeſt levelled with the ground and 
| robbed of all its priſtine honor? The cedar, 
which waves its tall head in regal grandeur, by 
ſome conflifting etherial blaze inſtantaneouſly 
Withers, and in obedience to its executioner 
| bends in ruin its blaſted head. The ſtubborn 
| oak, too ſuperb to bend to the gentle breeze 
like the humble oſier, muſt yield when the ar- 
tillery of the boiſterous north rages in the 
ö howling tempeſt, and . deſolation where 
it wings its way. | 
Ir we follow theſe Gmilituds doſely into 
is world of man's nature, we ſhall often find, 
the pine, — the genzeel, gay youth yielding to 


 - the arms of nature's grand DESPOILER ; who 


conſiders neither ſuperiority of birth, riches or 
abilities ;—nothing can prevail on relentleſs 
DEATH to ſuſpend the fatal blow. The 
VVA 1 cedar 


5 5 


ecdar tho' in itſelf potent to 4 che injari⸗ 
ous reptile, muſt alſo yield to a ſuperior 
power: —ſo many who lord it haughtily 
over their inferiors and carry their brow aloft, 
ſecure in themſelves, yet thoſe from the hands 
of impartial DEATH meet equal treatment 
with the menial ſlave; and midſt their gran- 


deur are obliged to obey the dreadful.man-- 


1 date, lay their oppulence and ſame in the 
duſt, and yield ſubmiſſive victims to the KI x 
OF TERRORS. The oak, —the Aubborn 
and inflexible, neither thankful for mercies or 
terrified at judgments, ſuch too muſt yield, 
and tho' awhile they ſtoutly reſiſt, the ſtronger. 
whirlwind plucks them by their root ande. 
hurls them diſtant from their late abode.— 
Thus the great, the demi-gods of nature,. un-- 
affected in their hearts by diſeaſe, nor.reform-- 
ed in their manners by convittion, are at laſt 
of neceſſity compelled to yield. to one com- 
mon fate. 


Bur if the days of man are few with the 
Juvenile and vigorous; the old and feeble need 
not to be informed. that their's are fewer.. 
That they are advanced to the winter of liſe, 
their withered limbs, their hoary heads, their; 
animal decay, thoſe MASTER PREACHERS, if: 
duly attended to, would ſufficiently inform them, 
A&A % and: 


and excuſe me. When we ſurvey mankind 

hat numbers of infants ſhall we find at the 
mature age of threeſcore ?=Deplorable re- 
flection—unhappy truth !—What, will not 


the viciflitudes of hfe—the alarms of Provi- 


dence the ſenſible decay of nature remind 


them of the ſhortne/5 of their date? One 


would imagine that old perſons from each 


other would derive ſuch information of their 


decrepit conditions as perſons have a diſplay 

of their features in a looking: glaſs.— But age, 

which ſhould be their glory, in the eſtimation 
ol too many is a mark of deriſion, a name of 
reproach.— Under this unhappy conſideration, 
min the evening of life, ſuch numbers of our 

old boys embark, like children in their play, 


upon a fingle plank into the ocean of hurry, 


the fea of deſtruction. Nothing can be more 
riqdiculous, fo highly de/pr/able, and at the 

ſame time more truly p:tzable than a GREY 
HEADED LiBERTIN E. If the character 
with its effects only concerned themſelves 


*twere very deplorable, but when we conſider 


the miſchief it occaſions among the younger 
part of ſociety, it makes reflective nature 
ſhudder. Perſons who, from their age 


and experience. are ſo. loudly called upon by 
reaſon and the Chrz/lzan religion, to train up 
in virtue, and inſtruct in the goſpel faith, the 

| youth 


— — —— . 


—— 
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youth they facrifice to hell, at once rend 
ſiuch aged infernals odious to our thoughts, _ 
5 and almoſt hateful to our RON 


| 0 ye AGED 1 If the leaſt * for piety 
and holy actions yet ſurvives within your bo- 


foms, exerciſe your authority to the ſuppreſ. 


ſion of vice and the promotion of the religion 
of the holy IE s Us; ſo on a dying pillow con- 


ſcience will be diſarmed of its ſting, and the 


ſtroke of death be welcome to your ſouls. 
On the other hand, the aged contemptible 
who hath devoted his all to debauchery and 
obſcenity, at ſuch a criſis muſt tremble at the 
_ thoughts of diſſolution ; and conſcious of hav= 
ing ruined himſelf by illegal actions, and others 


buy his baſe example, be forced to meet the 


terror of impenitents in that terrific dreſs he ſo 
often burleſqued. Alas! how terrible muſt 
it be, to ſpend our few days to ſo bad a pur- 
poſe! The miſery which ſwells their bo- 
ſoms and diſtorts their hearts on a dying bed, 
is but a prelude, a faint preſage of that miſery 
to which they haſten. Let none preſume to 
value themſelves on account of their age, or 
knowledge, if unacquainted with the religion 
of JEsUs.—If our wiſdom extends to nothing 
farther than earthly ſcience, we are very fools, 
and that becauſe we have not made it our bu- 

Y lineſs 


14 


| ſineſs to. 0 that which will extend our | 


BY happineſs beyond the grave. 
Man that is born of a woman is of ſew 


days, and full of trouble,” from the cradle to 
the tomb; diſeaſe and diſappointments make 
up the grand inventory of human life. In 
our education oftentimes. much Pain is be- 
ſtowed, and much trouble felt; in our plea- 


ſures generally great fatigue: —in our employ- 
ments anxiety, uneafineſs, loſſes, diſeſteem, 
| and many more ſad offsprings from the loins of 


meager trouble which here would be too tedi- 
ous to enumerate.—But the various troubles 
to which we are all ſubject can never be recit- 


ed. Misfortunes, as they are called, (an 
* train |) fail not daily to fulfil my 
text. The loſs of valuable friends is a 
trouble that may ſtand foremoſt in the liſt, — 


The want of the common conveniencies of 


life is another, not to be numbered among the 


minute.—The ravages of fire deſpoil us of our 
goods, and lay our habitations deſolate.— The 
tumultous ocean ruins us by ſhipwreck, —or 
by hoſtile invaſions on our houſes. and lands. 
— The loſs of reputation. The being deprived 
of our intended pleaſure Nay oftentimes the 
very enjoyment of it proves troubleſome, and 
is a loud confirmation of my text Diſeaſe 
of mind robs us of refreſhment by, deprives 

us 


co). 


us of comfort —Diſeaſe of body confines us 
counter to our deſire, and wounds our will. 


Theſe are taxes of the heavieſt kind, as all 


things at ſuch a juncture unanimoufly ſeem to 


augment our trouble. From this ſhort re- 
view we muſt ſtand convinced, that Man who 


1s born ofa woman is of few oy and full of 
trouble.” | | 
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Jon; xiv. 1. 


| Max THAT 18 BORN or A WOMAN © 


OF FEW DAYS AND TY OF TE One 


| W= E are now to cada the fall wy 


madneſs of thoſe who neglect to im- 


; Hou this ſhort uncertain life. 


As aohing can ks this ſoul in value, the 


| foul ſhould be prefered before every thing. 


The ſoul in ſhort is that only which is properly 
ourſelves; he therefore, who neglects the 
care of his ſoul negletts himſelf. How 
greatly muſt that man be infatuated who ſa- 
crifices his eternal intereſt to the fleeting va- 
nities of this precarious world. Who, by his 


conduct, informs his obſervers that heaven and 


its SOVEREIGN are in his * of no 


1 
Bor to place his abſurdity in a more firik- 
ing light. His caſe is ſimilar to a con- 
: demned 


. e hs. might als. a pardon, 


if he would acknowledge his crime with pro- 
miſes of amendment, and implore the mer- 
cy of his prine e; but obſtinately perſiſts to 
juſtify his conduct, and prefers an ignomini- 


ous death before a neceſſary ſubmiſſion.— 


This is the portrait of a ſinner whoſe attention 
has never been directed to the intereſt of his 
ſoul. Born in n and inured to the prac- 
„es of i it, he has expoſed himſelf to the ven- 
geance of heaven, and the gathering ſtorm is 
about to execute the dreadſul threatening on 
his devoted head. His merciful REDEEMER 
interpoſes and by the wi/hers of his grace 
admoniſhes him to repent,—1. e. to confe/s 


and for/ake his ſin; and to ery to GOD for 


mercy in HIS. prevailing name. But re- 


jecting the offer and continuing in fin, Gon. 
_ withdraws his forbearance, and commiſſions 


the executioner to _— his ſoul. 


. us DE to the fs of a man who 


| had contracted larger debts than he had in his 


Power to diſcharge, and by that means was 
85 liable to be thrown into priſon ;—yet thro'. 


the kindneſs of his creditors, he obtains a cer- 
tain time to raiſe a ſufficient ſum for the pay- 
ment of thoſe debts; and that upon neglect 


of ee at the ner time he muſt ſpend 
His 5 


- \ ? 
: 
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* his indie days i in jail. | Should we not rea- 
ſonably expect to ſee him doubly induſtrious, 


riſing early and going late to reſt ?!—But, if 


we ſaw the ſame man loitering up and down 
the ſtreets, and buſying himſelf with child- 
ren in their ſports inſtead of endeavouring to 
raiſe the money and keep himſelf out of pri- 
ſon ;—ſhould we not & FI he is a e or a 


e 9 


Wu ir malt we ſay of hin ten wh ken 
inſinite debtor to the law of Gop, but thro! 
_ HIS indulgence is permitted for a ſeaſon (to 


him how uncertain !) to © work out his ſalva- 


tion with fear and trembling,” and yet day 
after day ueglecting this important buſineſs— 
riſking his eternal all for a momentary grati- 
 fication,—and by refuſing to follow Jeſus ſeal- 
ny his own damnation | | 


Tuts ky A is the bert Kerle 
| of thouſands ; who being regardleſs of death 


are not ſolicitous to prepare for it, conſequent- 5 


pp when ſtretched upon their laſt bed, depart | 


either totally e ble — ac eee a: * 
tracted [74-52 


EY us now attend the death-bed of one 
whole heart has never had that change paſſed 
| 3 upon 
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upon it which CuRIST deſcribed to Nico- 


' DEMUS. Not yet apprehenſive of a ſpeedy 
change he contents himſelf with obſerving 
that his life, tho' not altogether conformable 
to the requirements of God's word, has not 
been ene of the worſt—that he was chiefly | 
employed in enjoying the innocent pleaſures 
| of hfe—or induſtriouſſy endeavouring to ac- 
quire a fortune; and from theſe conſidera- 
tions doubts not but all will be well with him 
—or Gop have mercy on thouſands— 
But now behold him as the KING of TER 
RORS advances nearer !—The curtain drawn 
_afide--ETERNITY opening upon him—Per- 


ceiving himſelf upon the breaking borders of 


time — Tottering over an wunknoum world . 


No heavenly conductor near No Sun of Righ- 


teouſneſs to illumine the dark valley His 


di ordered ſoul, by every hope for/aken, would 
fain fly back nor try the dread abyſs! Un- 


knowing who ſurrounds him, inarticulately he 


attempts an exerciſe he never practiſed in 


the time of health —But, DEATH preſenting 
his ſummons full to view interrupts his una- 
vailing petition ; and giving him the fatal 


blow; hurries him headlong to the other 


world! Alas! What did the world or plea- | 
fare avail this unhappy votary — Why did 
5 hey. withdraw their aſſiſtance at this needful 


Junta 8 


(a) 


juncture fronvſo faithful an ally ty a did 
they not repel the tyrant's blows, or ſend him 
hence with recommendatory. letters to his 2n- 
Jured judge? — That this is not a picture of 

imagination I atteſt. O FATHER of mer- 
cies! May no poor ſinner ever come into ſo 


dreadſul a ſecret! 


Is ſuch. an l given as a 
warning to many, with what contempt would 
they treat it, how would they charge their mo- 

nitor with uncharitableneſs and unchriſtian 
rigour: and angrily demand who could in- 
form him what reception the ſoul met with 
in the world of ſpirits? To ſuch perſons 
we have only to return—we do not pretend to 

fay ; But that /uc/ a life and /uc% a death at- 
ford great room to fear what le forbids 
us to declare. s 


Tnosz charitable objectors would do well 
to alk themſelves what reception they ſhall 
meet wich, if they die in the ſame condition 
which they live, i. e. without Gop in the 
world.” They muſt remember that there 
is but one way of being reconciled to Gop, 

viz. the way in which the Coloſſians were re- 
conciled.— Being preſented by CAHRIST 
Ixsus, holy, unblamable, and unreprovable 
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in the ſight of Gop.' rey muſt remember 
alſo, that before they can be thus preſented 
they muſt be in CHRIST, i. e. New crea- 

_ tures,” Old things muſt paſs away and all 
things become new. —If this is their caſe 
they have that / repentance not to be repent- 
ed of;” and enjoy the faith of the goſpel, 
3 the witneſs in themſelves. Which 
faith juſtifies them, and gives them peace with 
 Gop thro' our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
Being now born again, or having * wat 6 on 
the new man, which after Go is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs, they have put 
away lying, and ſpeak the truth to their neigh- 


bour.” If theſe objectors have none of theſe 


evidences they have juſt reaſon to tremble, 
for they are none of CHRIST's. They muſt 
remember, that the hour cometh when it will 


be too late, perhaps, to ſeek aſter the favor 
0! JESUS. —** When your fear cometh as de- 


3 and your deſtruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh 
upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me but 


I will not anſwer ; they. ſhall ſeek me early, 


but they ſhall not find me; for that they hated 


knowledge, 1 and did not chooſe the fear of the | 


| Lord. x 


How | 


fa * 
a a a fooliſh 1s that man he; 


turns the deaf ear to the reproofs of the goſpel 
and the admonitions of his friends ;—vainly 


attempting to apologize for the bad conduct of 


others, he 2n/en/ebly countenances his own 
- fins, and confirms himſelf at laſt in a vain opi- 
nion of their innocence, and the ſafety of his 
foul. Such muſt know, That to whom 
ve yield yourſelves ſervants to 1 his ler- . 


vants ye are whom 10 e 


5 thy theſe 8 are fo. who! a condition is 


the poor unthinking miſtaten world in !—Liv- - 


ing prayerleſs, impenitent, unbelieving, un- 


holy lives; contenting themſelves, that a few 
days or hours before their diſſolution they ſhall. 


fend for a miniſter to make their peace with 5 
GoD, and all will be well. Two things are 


to be obſerved here; one is, it is very un- ; 
certain whether they will be favored with a 
| lingering illneſs or not ;—'tis probable death 


will call them off howt a warning. The 
other is,—peace is not ſo ci made with 
GoD as mer uſually ſuppoſe.” When men 


have put off theſe great matters time after 
time, when they come to die, they have no 


enclhination to think of them — or they flatter | 


themſelves with: hopes of a recovery, and ſo | 


poſtpone them or they are deeply engaged 


in 


618 


in ſeltling their worldly matters. Thus the 
poor ſoul, which ought to have had their 4 
and /a/t regard, goes from time to eternity 


with total neglect.—Oh Sirs, I Rk ann 
can x equal 2 ens / 


1 e were bin us carneſt for the things of 
eternity as we are cautious in thoſe of the pre- 
ent life, how happy would it be for us 
If men have any thing of value in their houſes 
or ſend off a ſhip richly laden, they ſeldom 
fail to inſure them, and that ſometimes at a 
high rate; then they are contented, and care 
very little what happens either to their houſes 
or ſhips. Would to Gop we were all 
wiſe to inſure for eternity This may be done 
without money or price. Who then but a 
madman or a fool will live in ſuch hazard 
and uncertainty? If men diſcover uneaſi- 
neſs when a fire breaks out in a diſtant part of 
the town which is not likely to reach them, 
and which if it did, would only deſtroy a lit- 
tle old furniture, -how much more does it 
behove every conſiderate mind, that 1s not 1n- 
tereſted in IEs us, to be uneaſy, ſeeing that 
the ſhafts of DEATH are flying 4c arround 
him, that he may fall the next victim to his 
reſifileſs power and be undone for ever. In 
ſhort there is no term of reproach that I know 

of 


— 


6 


of falfciently ſrong to brand thoſe perſom 
with, who live without a day preparation for 
another life, Here we have at the longeſt 
but a very ſhort time to _ —There we _ 
abide for ever. 


Reeoiieer ye worldings, the condition 
of that unhappy man mentioned in the goſpel 
—Who having acquired great wealth deter- 
mined to fatigue himſelf no more with the 
cares and toils of buſineſs; and enraptured 
with the proſpect of ſucceeding years of plea- 
fure, broke into that elated ſohloquy—* Soul 
thou haſt much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine eale—eat, drink and be merry.“ 
But Gop ſaid unto him. Thou fool 
this night thy foul ſhall be required of thee; 
then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which 
thou haſt provided? Can you conceive the 
diſorders of his heart at this alarming upbraid- 
mg.—Or deſcribe his appearance beſore his 
neglected judge? What did all his riches 
avail him—it could no more repel the arrors 
of death than the fortune and grandeur of that 
certain rich man could — him . the 
torments of hell! 19 25 6 


The wt a urchinking Taka who are moſt 
paſſionately fond of the falſe grandeur—decit- 
ful 


i”) 


ii hee d dees aleakerce: of Mb -f 
they ever ſuffer themſelves to think, cannot 
but know that he only will be happy hereafter, 


 whoin thes life uſed all dihgence to make his 
calling and election ſure. Why then will men 


be at ſo great pains to defend a life of folly 
and irreligion, and make ſuch childiſh objec- 
tions againſt the improvement of an uncertain 


lfe? When religion is preſſed upon them, 


how readily will they return —Can we be al- 
ways upon our knees for ever reading—al- 


ways thinking upon death and ſuch gloomy 


ſubjects ?—You would drive us mad or make 


us ſtupid. Such objections are the certain 


proofs of an ignorant bad heart: therefore 


they deſerve ſome conſideration. 


PRAVYER— (Which is audience given by 
Gob to a poor ſinner—an intercourſe with 


the MAIESTVY of heaven and our hearts, 


and for that reaſon the moſt honorable, and the 
moſt intereſting of all employments,) is look- 
ed upon as mere drudgery by thoſe Who 
approach Gop with their lips while their 


bearts are far from him.” They no ſooner 

begin the unwilling ſervice than they wiſh it 
ended therefore they reap no advantages from 

it. But for a moment let it be ſuppoſed 


chat prayer » notag more than a certain 
| : mo 


0 a þ 


painful poſture of body, and a mere ſervice of 
the lip ;—how can thoſe very perſons expect 


the Divine countenance in their dying mo- 
ments, who have ne glected to pay him thrs- 
kind of homage. Again conſidering our- 


ſelves to be what we indeed are, ſinners un- 
der the wrath and curſe of Gop here, and 
expoſed to his vengeance for ever hereafter, 
| What pains can be too great to be taken in 
| ſuch a condition to avert the ſentence, and 
finally to be admitted into his Ny _ 
2 ? 


Mika ſentence of death is paſſedd upon * 
criminal how earneſtly will he intercede with 


the judge for his life tho' ſtern juſtice tells 


him 'tis in vain. Yet finners who are in- 


vited by Gop himſelf, our coming Judge, 
to apply to him for mercy (not for a re- 
prieve, for a few years, or from a different 


mode of dying; but exemption from the bit- 


ter pains of everlaſting death;) will not yield, 


and on mas: bn dare to call his 6. terms | 


| hard! 


Mp N very liberally' throw out epithets of re- 


| proach upon thoſe who neglett to improve 


themſelves in the ſtudy of ſuch books as will. 
enable them to underitang ſome ſcience which 
will 


vil not, cannot,. profit them beyond the pre- 


ſent life. What then muſt the Author of 
| that book which contains the words of eter- 3 
nal life, — that infallible directory to a better 


world, what will he ſay to thofe who ſcorn 


is inſtructions.— Alas! how fond is man of 


win, how does he court deſiruttion * * ; 


bo e * . 


Word ydu call him 1 7 or worſe thai 
DA 4 who under ſentence of death ſhould re- 


| fuſeto read or. pray ?—Would your blood chill 

if you ſaw him carouſing and gaming, or tak- 
ing opiates to forget his condition ?—On the 

_ contrary, would you not rejoice to hear him 
groan to GOD Would it not tranſport your: 
heart with joy to hear him humbly confeſſing 
of his guilt, and ardently ſeeking forgiveneſs 
 thro' the blood of IESVUS? Would not ſuch 
conduct afford you favorable hopes of his- 
ſlate hereafter? Why then will you who 
are condemned already, and e're long, perhaps 
to day muſt go to execution—Why will you 
neglect to think of death, —Why will you zn- 
creaſe its horrors by vainly attempting to for- 
get it Lou may fatally ſucceed in your at- 


tempts.—I ſay fatally, for he who conſiders not 


that he muſt die, when DEATH arreſts him 
will be unprepared for that great change; the 
conſequence 


0 


PRE ny of which let conSCLENCE in- 
form you. How fooliſh will your excuſe 


be?—You put it off becauſe the ſubje& was 


unpleaſing. And yet unpleaſing as it is, you 


nurſe it in your heart to greater growth.—You _ 
entertain its parent with delight, and by that 
means make the child a more formidable ene. 
my. Whereas, if you wage war with its 
mother and deſtroy her, the child will be diſ. 
armed, the parent being Jain its fling will be 
extradted ; for its parent and its ſting are one, 


— Death entered the world by mg And 


0 * The King of death 18 lin. 


Tur greater fiance we keep from death, 
i. e. the /e/5 we think of it, we are acting the 
part of a weak nerved girl, who flies from her 
own protratted ſhadow under the apprehen- 
ſion of being purſued by ſome enormous 
SPECTRE. We muſt accu/lom ourſelves to 
think of it, and to enter into the clo/e/t views 
of it, or we never ſhall be ſo reconciled to it 
as to declare with that religious hero—* When 

I paſs thro' the valley of the ſhadow of death 
I will fear no evil.“ Many indeed affect to 
talk of dying with great pleaſantry while they _ 
are at a diſtance from it, but let DEATH ap- _ 
proach, and their tale will turn with the oid 
man's in che fable. | T here is no ſaying - 

| with | 


, VE FRI a 
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with truth, I will year no evil,” unleſs we 
can ſubjoin, —FOR THOU ART WITH ME. 


To know that CHRIST is with us, Who 
| hath aboliſhed death.” That he is our protec- 


tor.—That we are reconciled to Gop thro' 


him tis only can give us courage to paſs 
thro' the dark dominion of the grave; over 
which an apoſtolic hero proclaimed a glorious 
_conquet—* O grave where is thy victory?“ 
he conqueſt is mine, hr the merits of 
HIM who vanquiſhed death, and defeated the 
black battalions of the infernal regions. Our 
hearts, if hard as adamant itſelf, muſt ſink. 


within us at the approach of thoſe formidable 
troops in the vale of death, if CuRIST is not 
our ſafeguard.—If he is with us we ſhall hout 


as oitors—tf he is abſent we muſt weep as cap- 
tives. If in that important moment HE ap- 

pears not, pale horror will appal our foul— 
but if HE ſmiles, triumphant } Joy ſhall crown 


our happy brow. i 


Yoo ſee then that your buſineſs is to medi- 


date on death ; to conſider that you were born 


to die—this will force you to apply to Jesvs | 


in due ſeaſon, without whoſe aſſiſtance death _ 
will be inſupportable. No longer lovefolly 
and madneſs, but earneſtly cry to your SA 
VIOUR for the pardon of your ſus, and from 


their 


* 


their FIERY . and death OTF 1 
no your dread will be your great delight. 


Ig Without this aſſurance we can have no ſolid 


happineſs —Nay we are in the greateſt danger 
without it. We may be ordered to embark 
at a moment's warning, and if we make that 
| eternal voyage without it, we ſhall, when too : 


tate, upbraid ourſelves for our folly in lying 


ſo ſecure and inactive in the harbour of mor- 
tality, when we ſhould have laden our veſſel 
with ſtores for ETERNITY.—lIn this buſineſs 
let us be earne/t and perſevering, and always 
remember we are embarked in a veſſel richly 
laden, ſailing on the boiſterous ſeas of pride afid | 
paſſion, where rocks, unnoticed or unexplored, | 
lie immoveably fixed to wreck our veſſel] and 
deſtroy our cargo. Regardleſs of our com- 
| Pals, the word of Gov, we often ſtrike upon 
thoſe hidden dangers, but thro' continued ob- 
ſtinacy and blindneſs how many ſtrike and 
fink FOR EVER How hopeleſs and diſtract- 
ing muſt be the condition of ſuch thoughtleſs 
wretches when the grave yawns for their re- 
ception, 3 and i in elated accents ec, a con- 


e. 


HERE let us pauſe. Deliberately review 
the augmenting miſeries of the ſinking ſoul— 
Jmkang far diſtant from the aſſiſtance of a mer- 

C 5 | ciful 
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ciſul Savioun, who offered to puer it over 


the ſtormy ſeas of life, thro' the ſtraits of death, 
and conduct it into the haven of everlaſting 
peace, where the invaluable cargo might have 
been landed without hazard, and — 2 in. 
the e ſplendid courts * ebene wy 


Now Jet us each 0 a ſolemn queſtion 


| to our hearts. Am I about to launch into the 
eternal world? What preparation am I mak- 
ing for this important voyage? Conſider, 
O, my ſoul !—The flowery wreaths of ambi- 
| tion—the moſt attratting garlands of vanity 
_ muſt wither c're long, and loſe their imagi- 
nary worth, There will be no ſafisfaftion | 
on a dying pillow in the recollection of paſt 
enjoyments—Nor, will any excuſe be ſuffi- 
_ cient for my - negligence, either in the court 


of heaven, or my own conſcience, The 
dread tribunal of an affronted MAIESTV, will 


| treat me with impartial but znexorable juſtice, 
ge thou therefore reſolved to ſecure eter- 
nal happineſs, and in the frength of JESUS 


break thro' every ſeeming impoſſibility which 
ſurrounds thee—reſolve to be what Go * : 
proves, and {we for ever! ; 


Dip we 1 thus conflder and reſolve, 


we ſhould act the port E us—we ſhould 
| wait 


(9). 


- wait at t the one of grace whth Joy, and de- 
rive from it that living faith which only can 


alle viate our troubles, and diſmiſs the fears f 


our heart under the apprehenſion of approach- 
ing death. iat will enable us to view 
the expanded jaws of the grave with ſerenity, 
and make us deſire to lay our bodies in it, 
that our ſpirits may be more RY pre- 
| ſent with the Lord of HosTs. Unleſs 
we poſeſs this. auth nothing will afford us 


| | pleaſure, nothing can make us happy. What- 


ever elſe may court us under the ſpecious 
name of happineſs will prove but miſery and 
woe ;—thoulands have experienced this while 
5 bring; a and "ey lamented 1 it at their demiſe. 
Do Es it not F us to 1 after 4 
ſureſt path to happineſs, ſeeing that this mor- ; 


tal muſt ſoon put on an happy or a miſerable 5 


emmortalty? „ O, that we were wile, 
that we redeemed our time! — That we ſo 


numbered our days as to apply our hearts to 
true wiſdom ! 1 | 


« 18 Noraixe can * more 1 5 
with a candid mind, for keart-felt religion, 
chan the aweful reflection we /oon muſt dic /— _ 
Have you my friends ſeriouſly weighed the 
momentous matter —II ſo, Nr are ye, for 


C 2 885 ye 1 
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ye tei in the due execution of thoſe his 
the grand reflection dictates to be done. 
But if your conſciences condemn you for | 
omiting your duty to Gop, your ſoul and 
your neighbour, remember ye are as yet 
in your blood, and if ye die in this deplora- 
ble condition, ye muſt fall unhappy victims to 
the vindictive fury of all righteous heaven. 
2 O, that ye were wiſe that ye under- 
$1 ftood this, that ye did but n A late 
ter _ 


pu CHARGE yon, O 3 the 
name of the great JEHOVAH, to flee from 
the wrath to come, —“ the bitter pains of 


everlaſting death.“ Make no excuſes, 


DE Ar will not regard them, nor be prevail- 
ed on for a ſmall moment to poſtpone the 
execution of your fate.—* In the grave 


there is no repentance, + There nothing can 


be done to atone for your folly, or waſh 


away your guilt —Confider, $1Rs, the exe- 
cutioner is at hand! At the fartheſt he is 


in near advance upon us! The revolving mo- 


ment may bring him to our view If fo,— 


no prayers or promiſes will prevail upon him 
to retreat, Should he be advancing on the 


Fiſt pinions of the coming moment, and we 


* 


f 29 } 
5 de W hence in all our ſins and tod | 
tO, how can humanity remain unſhocked 
under the alarming probability !) What but 
eternal ruin—baniſhment from Gop—per- 
petual pain and , miſery can be our lot —In 
ſuch a ſad condition as this, —loſt to every 
hope of a releaſe, we muſt cry in doleful ac- 


cebnts, urged by ſevereſt tortures.— Better 


had it been for us, had we never been born!“ 


Seeing what may be the unhappy conſequence 


of procraſtinating matters, can I ſuffer you to 


go hence without charging you, in pity I 


your ſouls, to immediate repentance R 
not to-morrow——t9-morrow is not ours, and *tis. 


poſſible it never may. Nor go hence and 


ſay ye know not how to repent. . I tell 
you, cry mightily to GoD in the publican's 
petition, Gop be merciful to me a ſinner !”? 
Let it be addreſſed in /enceraty, and be e 
of receiving the intreated bielling.. 


OE eee e $IRS, the conſe- 
quence of dying in your fſins!—Your body. 
muſt die! tis true; but the jewel lodged with- 
in you mu⁰i live for ever; and in the laſt great 
audit be arraigned at the awful tribunal of an 
injured JESUS, who enthroned in inconceiva- 
ble glory—arrayed in dreadful majeſly at- 
C 3 tendad 
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tended by myriads of bright battalions of the 
ſeraphic armies, with ten thouſand legions of 
various orders of the celeftial world—will 
command you to be dragged all pale and _ 


ful from the dark caverns of the grave, be- 


T6 fore his /in-condemning bar !—Then that very 
voice which heretofore wiſpered ten thouſand 
gentle invitations, more terrible than ten 
_ thouſand times ten thouſand loudeſt thunders, 
fall doom you to ETERNAL ruin, — infinite 
deſpair!—Unfathomablemiſery muſt catch you 
in your fall, and damned fiends be your tor- 
menting aſſociates thro' an endle/s for ever! 
yo remains unſhocked at thoughts like 
_ theſe? How ſtand your hearts affected now ? 
Does ſtubborn nature yield ?—Do ye 
tremble at the damnable effects of fin ?—O! 
my fellow finners For your own ſouls ſake, 
conſider you are men of fer» days—that your 
| life is a life of trouble, and if not troubled 
not on account of n, muſt feel for ever 
the torments of the DAMNED! A few 
more hours, and your thread is ſpun |— 
After a few more riſing and ſetting ſuns : 
| have looked upon you, your eyes will be 
| Cloſed in the darkneſs of a "= cold 
_ - 


1 
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Max gracious heaven preſerve your pre- 
cious ſouls! May ye receive my admo- 
nitions with juſt regard, then you'll ſerve 

Soy in ncerity, and ſave ou ſouls EVER» 
— SASDINGLE> ; 
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ooh fin rs 4 or 4 COME TO SEER 


AND 10 WN THAT nien WAS LOST. 85 


Tur ths: ks forniſh us with am 
ac 


count of the memorable converſion of 
ZACCHEUS ; whoſe riches and office made it 
the more extraordinary. The narrative is 


introduced with a note of admiration to excite 
our greater attention, and to inform the rich, 


notwithſtanding what ChRISTH had before de- 


elared, viz.— “ It is eaſier for a camel to go 


thro” the eye of a needle than for a rich man 


to enter into the kingdom of heaven; that 
uk is willing to fave /hem if they will ſell all 
and follow him. Gop expreſſes no parti- 
_ cular diflike to the perſons of the rich, nor 


does he ever mean to exclude them from fu 


ture happineſs on account of their riches ;—but 


that undue attachment which they too fre- 
yury difcover to riches, and the yanities * 
they 


is) 


1 85 they lead to, naturally draw off their purſult g 

from the One thing needful, —and' prove, 
100 often, unhappy incitements to ſelf-gra- 5 
tification, and the greateſt hindrances to that 


> flf-dinial which Ix sus has enjoined all his. 


Fw to praflice. 


Th E account which ZACCH 20 $ had bein 


of the celebrated JESUS, raiſed his curioſity to 
| fee him as he paſſed thro' IERICHñHO ;—but 
his ſtature being low he was prevented by the 


ſurrounding multitude. This however, did 


not diſcourage him from a ſecond effort ;— — 
' notwithſtanding his dignity he ran forward 
and- climbed up into a Sycamore tree, by 
Which he knew Ixsus would paſs; he 
when he came to the place locked up and ad- 


dreſſed ZACCHEUS by name, and informed 


him of the honor he intended him that day.- 
What aſtoniſhment muſt Zaccyutus have 
felt at this juncture To find himſelf ſingled 
out of this vaſt concourfe, and thus familiar» 


ly accoſted by a perſon who was altogether a 


| ranger to him Undoubtedly he had heard 
of the MEgs$14H who was to come—and now, 


. perhaps, it recurred to his mind that this very 
wonderful perſon who had razed the dead 
caſt out demls—cleanſed the lepers—and reſtor- 
g 45 the blind, muſt de chat erxpetled great de- 


liverer ; 3 


. 
. 
- 
od — 4 = TY - 
N E 
— — : l 0 e 


(3) 


| liverer EE in of Hs divinity he 
1 * and Jeyfuly n received * 0 


"4x is not © indproduble . at this Juanes 
| he propoſed to himſelf, ſome ſingular advan- 
| tage in entertaining this wonderful gueſt. 
| Moſt likely, he had frequently found an in- 
ternal diſorder which all his wealth and dig- 
nity could by no means cure; and finding 
that I Es Us relieved a who applied to him, 
he thought this a favorable opportunity to 
prove the virtue of his preſcriptions!—Conſi- 
- derations like theſe prompted him to an im- 


mediate entertainment of this DIVINE per- 


ſonage. But When the multitude ſaw 


it, they all murmured”—not ſo much -with 
ſurprize, perhaps, as indignation. Pro- 


bably they were moſtly Phari/ees, and there- 
| fore could not reconcile this familiarity be- 
| tween ſo holy a perſon as JESUS, and a cha- 


rater ſo deteſted as ZACCHE US,—for he was 


_ chief of the Publicans; i. e. a tax-gatherer, 
who by extortion had acquired his riches, _ 
But HE whoſe ways are not as our ways, 
thought proper in zkzs manner to confirm a 

former gracious declaration, viz,—* I came 
not to oo the righteous but ſinners to re- 
pentance.“ U He intended by this ſudden 

change upon ZACCHEU s, to confound” the 
wiſdom | 


B 4 * << 5 
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wiſdom of the ſelf-approving Phariſee—ant 
mercifully encourage the ſelf- condemned Pub- 
lican to apply to him for pardon. And to 


= * — COT . * 5 * 


convince them of UHis power to aue, and 


the ſincerity of this new convert: the grace 


which HE had imparted to ZACCHEUS in- 


| duced him to make a profeſſion of his faith— 


calling Jz8Us—LoRD,—and the conſequent - 


fruits of a living faith, —charity and upriglii- 
net !—His charity— The half of my 
goods I give to the poor”'—what a change! 


That this griping penurious Publican, ſhould 
ſo ſoon abhor his former avarice and com- 


have taken any thing from any man by falſe 


accuſation, I reſtore him four- fold. All 


the reſtitution that the law required. In 


_ this he exceeded the ſtricteſt Pharr/ce, his ho- 
neſty was the effect of principle not of oftenta- 
lion. Having in this manner proved his 


converſion, Jxsus confirmed the bleſſing he 
had beſtowed upon this /on of ABRAHAM: 
who was ſo called, not becauſe he was line 


ally deſcended from ABRAHAM, who is Ril- 
ed the Father of the /aithful, but becauſe he 


like this father acted faith upon, and believed 
in GoD.—This was acting agreeable to the 


tenor of that commiſſion which HE gave to 


his 2 oy Go ye into all the world and 
_ preach 


(37 


; preach the goſpel to every creature ; de that | 
believeth ſhall be ſaved”; —which ZACCHEUS 


boring done, our Lorp ſubjoins the text, 


2 For the ſon of man is come to ſeek and 
: to 0 that which was Soft. a 

-In W theſe {$4 we ſhall confider 
- the condition of mankind * nature. — And 


TuE grand aaa upon which Iss | 


J Cnnaier came into the world. 


LT us Shßider the n of man- 
kind by nature. — The text declares, it to be 


a loft ſtate. And this will evidently ap- . 
pear, if we conſider what man was on, 


poſſeſſed of, Go made him upright —creat- | 


ed him in HIs own ꝛi mage crown d him with 


happineſs, and pronounced him ed. He 


experienced that myſtic happineſs which true 


believers in Jxsus now enjoy. —He lived z 2 
S0 a Gop in him. | 


Bur, are we the cellar of this prime- 


. val rettitude ?—No.—We are born ſtrangers 


to Gop, and willing captives to a baſe ,; 


1 Conceved.: in ſin, and brought forth in 


iniquity.” - This is evident from our diſo- 


bedience, and the carnality of our mind, | 


which 8 1s enmity againit Gop!“ Man by 


D 5 the 


* 


the /all is apoſlatized from God ; for if we 
loved Gop, as it is pretended that we do, by - 
thoſe who are ignorant of their own depraved 
hearts, we ſhould keep his commandments, | 
and they Would 'not be grievous but delight- 5 
ful to us. Now nothing is more certain 
khan that. — The carnal mind is not ſubject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” | 
Ahe daily conduct of the moſt moral perſon | 
(I mean merely moral) will be a ſtrong corro- 
boration of the ArosrLE's Aſſertion.— The 
ſervices which the mere moraliſt performs, (oo 
not proceed from a pure afeftion to the At. 
MIGHTY,—on the contrary—they are occa- 
| fioned by ſtrong apprehenſions of future pu- 
ni/hment ſhould he neglect them ;—this urges | 
him too frequently to cry LORD, LORD 
When his heart is far from the Loxrp. 
Such a perſon is ignorant of that delight in 
Go which ADAM experienced, till he tranſ- 
_ preſſed the gentle injunttion. We are not 
' diſpoſed, naturally, to think of Gop any 
4 more than we can help, nor to render him 
1 more ſervices than, we think, will barely ſerve 
| our turn; hence ariſes ſelf-approving from the 
18 diſcharges of merely external worſhip, tho' 
19 ſeldom performed. Thus the beſt natural 


| = character will afford us proof ſufficient chat 
if man has loft Go. 


it | 3 


0 


hoy this will appear ill PREY when 
Ve inquire after his gratitude to God, for the 


numberleſs bleſſings he daily heaps upon us, 


_ notwithſtanding our vileneſs. Where ſhall 
we find thoſe who ſpeak good of His name? 
 — Alas! how does the univerſe abound with 
blind ungrateſul ſinners, who diſcover no ob- 
| ligations that they are under to God's mercy; 


3 being equally ignorant of the »;ghteouſs 


nes of that lam by which they will be judged, 


reeſt ſecure in their own, ſuppoſed, moral rec- 


_ titude;—tho' their ingratitude to H1s good- 
neſs—and their repeated violations of his holy 


law, evince that their condition is dreadfully S 


dangerous !—-Can this proceed from any thing 
but the groſſeſt ignorance of the purity and 
truth of the DIVINE BEING, who * Search- 


eth the heart and trieth the reins of men?“ 


Such ig norance of his holineſs and zngratitude 
to HIS goodneſs, ſhew us, if we will but ſes, | 
that we have 2 Gop. 


I wills appear that we Nig loft God, from | 


our want of diſcovering him in his righteous _ 


diſpenſations, whether proſperous, or adverſe; 5 
if the former. we compliment ourſelves upon 
our ſagacity and prudence ;—if the latter. 
we are condemned by others as neglectſul, 


0 ' pitied as unfortunate.— This accounts for 


N that 
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bs that Little ſacqvovertent which is made by us 
3 from — inſtructions of * 3 


00 a farther cod of our having lo ft God: 


let us look among the © Beaſts of the people.” 
Can we ſuppoſe that HE dwells in thoſe who 
prophane his ſabbaths—who call not upon HIS 
name, unleſs to damn either themſelves or 
others —who deſpiſe His ordinances—who | 
ſpeak falſely one to another—who are guilty 
of extortion—who wallow in uncleanneſs— 
Who ſtain themſelves with blood—who are 
diſobedient to parents—who diſregard GOD's 
word—who oppoſe his grace who quench 
his Holy Spirit—who crucify the Son of 
Gor afreſh—who reſiſt not the devil 
| who harden their hearts—who ridicule the 
godly —who believe not the goſpel.—I aſk, 
can any ſober mind ſuppoſe that Gop dwells 
in ſuch perſons, or they in Gop? The 
5 truth is, we have all ſinned and fred GOD 
to depart from us; ſo that by 10% ing. God 
we have > (of our happineſs. 


Ov afſeRation of 1 ol ougile 
ear of diſappointment—avarice of gold— _ 
ambition of power—apprehenſions of penury 
 —impatience of controul—thirſt of revenge 
| —&dread of death and judgment, together with 

e | | | the 


UE Ono ny OTF. > AT 9 e 


the many diſſipations, alarms and purſuits of 


the human mind, declare in the ſtrongeſt terms 
that we are deſtitute of that which made 


'EDEN a paradiſe to our firſt parent. The 
exterior bleſſings which ſurrounded him could | 
have yielded him no delight, if the ſmiles of 

the ALMIGHTY had been eclipſed in his ſoul. 


Sin plundered him of his happineſs, and is the 


cauſe of his fallen children's infelicity. Sin 


—that many headed monſter, transformed the 
once glorious Lucifer into a ſelf-tormenting de- 


v2/,—and created all the horrors of the infer- 


nal world ;—but not contented with this ex- 


tenſive empire, it daily ſpreads its malign oh -- 


fects among the ſons of men ;—the devaſtation 


which it has made among them is too diſco- 
verable in their perverted judgment, which 
vainly leads us to ſeek to regain the happineſs 
we have 4% - Which we feel we want, in thoſe 
things which lead us yet farther from it, and 
the Go in whom it dwells. —What an ene» 
my to mankind is tkzs admired evil! What 
a melancholy proof do we give of our miſery 


and ruin, by nurſing this ſnake in our boſom, 
till our vitals are envenomed by it. 


5 Tas review of aus loſs mult Sinai af.” 
fe us, —but ſtill more, when we take into 
the catalogue the 4% of our ſouls —Yes, our 
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precious ſouls 7 are . loſt. We are dead while 
we live. The ſentence of the death that never 
dies 18 paſſed upon us, while living without 
God; and we are every moment in danger of . 
its being executed upon us 
WRnO EVI conſiders himſelf a enn 
of Gop's law—an unpardoned tranſgreſſor— 
will find himſelf Dead in treſpaſſes and 

| fins,” —unable to recover himſelf, or eſcape 5 
out of the pit into which he is fallen. The 
threatnings which Sinai fulminates againſt the 
violator of its rigorous law, which will be ſa- 
_ tisfied with nothing leſs than perfect obedi- 
ence, informs the awakened conſcience that its 
numberleſs tranſgreſſions have ruined and de- 
ſtroyed it.—Indeed when we diſcover ourſelves 
to be in this 4% condition, we are in a fair 
way of being found; becauſe this will force 
us to cry © What ſhall I do to be ſaved?” 
Till this is che caſe, we may, with truth, be 
ſaid to be 4% and know it not, We amuſe 


ourſelves in the ſhort ſeaſon of life with vani- 


ty and hes, and ramble on in the labyrinths 
_ of ſenſuality, till the nzgkt of death cloſes upon : 
us wich irreſiſtible horror. | 


* 


Mow foi is the 3 of poor fallen 
man! Wretched—miſerable—blind and nak- 


ed. 


tw) 


od, yet —_ himſelf rich and needing 
nothing What rubbiſh is the precious jewel 
buried in—how far fallen from its happy cen- 
ter—what darkneſs is it involved in—how 
little of its bright original is to be diſcovered ! 


It is led captive, by SATAN, without reluc- 


| tance, and faſt bound in miſery and iron. 
I purſues, either :gnorantly or wantonly, its 
own ruin, and urges its way to the horrible 
pit, where © Hope never comes.” Suck 
O, man is thy condition, notwithſtanding thy 
viſdom birth fortune or virtue, whilſt thou 
art not born again of the HoLy SIRIT, or 
unreſtored to the DIVINE favor, thro' faith in 
_ the meritorious blood of IE Sus. 
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5 ron THE SON. OF MAN 18 COME 10 SEEK 
AND. TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS Los T. 


3 E will now proceed to OFT fac con- 
ſideration, viz. The grand errand 
| upon which CHRIST came into the world. 


| Tres text ſays, 1 3 ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt,” He came to 
ee vs in his own perſon, expoſing himſelf 
to innumerable inconveniencies; conſtantly 
going about doing good to the bodies of men, 
to induce them to depend on HIM for the 


ſalvation of their ſouls; and to accompliſh _ 


this great undertaking, he Jaid down his life, 
4 ranſom, for them, and thereby juſtly ac- 
quired the eminent title of the Go0D SHEP- 
HERD—who preferred the happineſs of “ oft 
ſinners beſore his own blood, by which HE 
ſtill ſeeks us. In this Cur1sT deals with 
us in the moſt rational manner; for how na- 
| | tural 
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tural is it to ſuppoſe, that upon our hearing, or 


reading, of the paſſion and death of the LR) 
: Irxsus CHRIST, it would put us upon en- 
quiring into the cauſe of his cruciſixion. And 
who that does ſo can be inſenſible, that HE 
was wounded for our iniquities, and bruiſed 
for our tranſgreſſions That The LORD 
laid on him the iniquity of us all.“ And as 
| theſe ſcriptures ſo plainly inform us that the 
blood of IEs us is the only ground of our hap- 
pineſs; how powerfully ſhould we be induced 
to purſue our inquiry.—“ Have I the be- 
neſit of it applied to my heart Am I ſprinkl- 1 
ed with it from an evil conſcience ?” Queſ- 
tions of this kind, /olemnly propoſed, bid fair, 
to open to us a greater view of our 70% 
condition, and to drive us to that fountain, 
which was opened for /in and uncleanneſs. 


CHRIST may be ſaid to ee, us by his 


blood, not only as the ſcriptures ſpeak of the 
ſpilling of 2c in ſo tragical a manner, with a 
deſign to affect our paſſions and mend our 
hearts, —but as this blood of the LAMB of 
___ Gop, is the foundation of the goſpel; and I 
may add, the procurer of the ſhirit, ſeeing that 
DIVINE Fuſtice could not have been ſatisfied 
without ic, and. conſequently the offices of 
8 „ | 1 
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- Was promiſed guide and COMFORTER would | 
have been totally unneceſſary. 


Tuts blood may be ſaid to ſeek us, as 


Curt pleads the merits of it on our behalf, 
and thoſe interceſſions afford us occaſions of 
procuring the greateſt bleſſings, which other · 
* te. we ſhould not have obtained. 


rin diſpenſation of PROVIDENCE 


ſpeaks powerfully to our 7ea/on, in order 
to reclaim us from the world, and to direct us 

_ to build - on the ROCK OF AGES for everlaſ}- 
ing peace, 


Ixsus cn RIS T /ccks us by his word, which 
contains all his will concerning us. Every 
man is ſo ſtrongly characterized therein, that 
if we will not ſhut our eyes, we cannot fail 


to diſcover our deformity by /in. Whoever 


will examine himſelf by this unerring rule, 


muſt ſtand convinced that his heart is a cage of 
_ unclean birds—a ſink of i iniquity hat mur- 


ders, theſts, and all manner of uncleanneſs 


iſſue from is ſource of evil and corruption. 
Is lays a man open to himſelf, and detects him 


in all his diſguiſes. If he ſecures himſelf _ 


in the concert of tis virtue, s word will i In 


torm him, that he was Conceived in /in.“ 
That 
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T hat « The thoughts of his heart, deere 8 
good in his own eſteem, © are only evil con- 
tinually.“ It will tell him that Gop © Search- «oj 
eth the heart and trieth the reins of men.“ 
hat There is none that doeth good, no 


not one. — That, all the world muſt ſtand 


gully 1 in HIS ſight who cannot behold iniqui- | 


ty. Thus JEsus /eeks the ſinner by ſhew- 


ing kim that he is 4%, that his heart is deſpe- 


rately wicked, and that as © All, his right- 


eouſneſſes are but as filthy rags, he muſt have 
a better rightoufneſs than the Scribes and 


Phariſees, or never enter into the kingdom of 


. God.” 9 


iſs men are living nice lives, i. e. with- 


out God in the world ; — JESUS by his word 


ſeeks their recovery, by thundering informa- 
tions of their danger, ſuch as—< Hell from 
beneath 1s moved to meet thee at thy coming.” 


— The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 


with all the people that forget GOD.“ If 
they are purſuing the brutal enjoy ments of 
their carnal appetites, HE expoſes to them 


their dangerous ſituation to draw them to 
himſelf. —< Whoremongers, adulterers, abo- 


| minable, ata all liars, &c. ſhall have their 
part in the lake, which burneth with fire and 


brimſtone. '—And like Lor! $ $ angel he exhorts 


them 


(9) 


them-4 to eſcape for their We; ialuubte | 
chem to, © Agree with their adverſary quickly 
while they are in the way with him, leſt at 


any time the adverſary deliver them to the 


judge, and the judge deliver them to the offi- 
cer and they be caſt into priſon,” where they 
muſt remain till they have paid the uttermo/t 
farthing. He aſſures them If they repent 
not they ſhall all likewiſe periſh ;”—lf they 


Believe not they ſhall be damned.” —All 


| theſe terrors are revealed in mercy, and are 
intended to drive ſinners from un and Satan, . 
1 Usus s and eternal get. 


Hex ſecks us, by ee himſelf— 
% The LoRD GoD gracious and merciful“ — 
By promiſing mercy and abundant pardon to . 
thoſe, who forſake their wicked ways and un- 
_ righteous thoughts, and return unto him.” — 
He encourages the weary and heavy laden to 

come to him, by ſubjoining a promiſe of reft 


_ . unto their ſouls. Thus Jesus cel ſinners 


by-his word, in which: he deſcribes their ſeveral - 


dangers—and by the 7hreataings he there de- : 


nounces againſt the impenitent, and the encou- 


om he affords the broken hearted. 


Gs Alo o ſecs us by his Spirit, | Let 
us attend to this in a more particular manner. 


- _ We 


„ 


15 W. e are in a Gtaation very wie a to > aravel- 
ler in a vaſt pathleſs deſart, who having ſunk 


into the arms of fleep for the refreſhment of 


his wearied limbs, forgets the quarter from 


whence he came; and whoſe perplexities are HY 


ſtill augmented by the thick ſhadows of ap- 
proaching night, —in this diſtreſs he rambles, 
he knows not whither till he happily meets 
ſome guide or director. Gop's Spirit 
is that to 40% mankind, what the guide or di- 
rector is to the traveller; {7 as clearly points 
out to our ſouls the way to peace, as the guide 
condutts the traveller to > the my he wants to 
arrive at. 


11 4h no man ever came into the world 
without GoD's Shirit to aſſiſt and guide him, 
as St. JOHN declares, * He, (the word) was 


the true light which lighteth every man that 


cometh into the world,” 1. e. He was, and is 
the procuring cauſe of it. There is indeed 
a neceſſity for every man to have this light; 
ſeeing that without this /g/t, or Spirit, we 
ſhould be zotally incapable of anſwering God's 

juſt demands, and of courſe our fituation here 
would not be probationary, nor could we be 


_ deemed accountable as we now are. = 


will, perhaps, be here inquired —If all men 
have this /-, or Spiret, why then are hot all 
„ men 


„ 


men in the right way? — The anſwer is ſhort 
and ready.—* The darkneſs comprehended, 

or perceived, it not.” As men love dark- 
neſs, or evil deeds, they will not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to attend to this light, becauſe it reproves 
their folly and ſhews them the conlequence 

of it, —tho' at the ſame time it points out to 
them a way to eſcape. Two things elpe- 
cially concur to put out this light, or to divert 


us from it. Ihe one 1s—the arch-enemy of 


our happineſs, by placing ſuch temptations 
before us, as are moſt likely to allure us into 


ſm. The other is--our infatuated propenji- 
ty to evil. Whoever would be benefited by 


this Sherit, muſt reſiſt the darkneſs, or evil. 


To ſet this in a clearer light, we will have 
_ recourſe to the Antediluvians. Go had no 
deſire to deluge and deftroy them, but on the 
contrary to /ave them; to which end he ap- 
pointed No Ah, that preacher of righteouſ- 
neſs, to warn them of their danger, at the 
ſame time his Sp:ri4 attempted their reforma- 
tion, —but without effect — They derided the 
one, and reſiſted the other, ſo that GOD pro- 
te ſted, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man.“ : Here it is evident Gop's Sp:- 
rit did ſtrive with them, and tis equally ob- 
vious chat Kr reſiſted that which they might 
E 2 have 


| (003 


have obeyed, and by obeying, would doubt- 

| leſs have eſcaped the calamity which overtook 
them. The caſe is ſtill the ſame, there are 
thoſe among us who grieve Gop's HoLy | 

SPIRIT from day to day. Men in all 
ages are born in darkneſs and the love of i it; 
and this darkneſs is equally pernicious in all 
generations. Gop, who is #0 reſpetter of 
perſons, deals with all alike in the eſſentials of 
our recovery, tho' it is conveyed to us in va- 
rious diſpenſations.—In a word, this SPIRIT 
1 che penn mobile in every man. 


By this Spirit, St.PETER "4 Conti was 
quickened, or raiſed from the dead. —By this 
Spirit He preached unto the ſpirits in pri- 
fſon;” meaning, either the ſpirits impriſoned in 
the body, or faſt bound in tre/paſſes and fins. Nor 
was this manner peculiar to the Antediluvians 
only. By this Spirit he inſtructed PATRI- 
ARCHS — PROPHETS—EVANGELISTS and 
AyrosTLzs. And CRHRISTH has promiſed to 
be with his Jauhfud ſervants unto the end of 

1 world, not in | ava _ but thro' hs 

— TaAr this Shirit does now ſtrive with men, 

appears from thoſe convittions which harraſs 


and * us, when we act contrary to the 


DIVINE 


e 


 DIVINE-wall ; theſe convictions are occaſion- 


ed by the light manifeſting the - ang 


which only pains us when known to us. L 


; know ſome will ſay this is the light of nature, 
_ reaſon, or conſcience, Let it be remember- 


ed that the tranſgreſſion of ADAM extingurſh- 


ed the light that was in him ;—he died i. e. by 


loſing the DIVINE d%½e, or light, or Spurtt, 


Call it which you will; he became a chaos Is 


himſelf. — All was darkneſs and uproar.” 


Nl e had a ſenſe of his tranſgreſſion, but /azy no- 
way for his recovery till the promiſe was 
made to him;—* The ſeed of the woman: 


ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head.” At this 
juncture, moſt. likely, he had a meaſure of. 
liglit, or the Spirit, given unto him to profit. 


withal. But as this was a gift beſtowed on 
him for his own. recovery, and which. he 
might 4% as well as the former,. it was no 


natural property of his; and therefore 
he could not beſtow upon us any other 
patrimony than darkneſs. Tis in the moral 
as in the natural world. -N ight was antecedents 


to day in the natur al- and in che moral dark- 


neſs prior to light. As day 18 occaſioned: 


by the light which the elementary Sun con- 
veys to us, ſo is light the immediate eſult of 


God's Spirit. The natural conſequence of 


: darkneſs, unentightened, would be darkneſs; 
E 3, | thereſore- 


1 
1 
$| 
* 
#1 
[ 
2 
: 
i 
j 
1 
| 
i - 
is 
© . 


(4) 


chives when the Sun retires from our part 

of the Globe, the elder born of nature be- 
comes predominant. And as darkneſs 

would produce darkneſs, an eternity of dark- 
neſs, in one world; ſo would it in the other. 


You obſerve when Gop was about to form 


our world, he ſaid, © Let there be light,” — 

0 he continues to act in every part of his 
creation, without light nothing in the natural 
world can be good, in the moral nothing 

without it can be happy. The will of Gp 


is the happineſs of all his creatures; there- 
fore HE ſends forth his Ig, and his truth, 


4. e. his Spirit i into all our hearts. How- 


ever, let us inquire what light we have of 
our own—Jearch Os -- 


5 te we inſpect the conduß of the moſt re- 
fined rational, — the GRECIAN and ROMAN 
| ſages, we ſhall be forced to ſmile at many 
of their conceits, and as deeply lament thoſe _ 
| fatal errors for which they are immortalized 
dy our modern Heathens, If we follow tbem 
into their temples, we ſhall ſee them proſtrat- 
ing themſelves before inanimate repreſenta- 
tives of the inferior claſſes of the animal crea- 


. Their boaſted reaſon, independent of 
DLVINE 4g, led many of the, ſuppoſed, moſt 


rational into FR as W to the revealed 


will | 
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vill of Gov, or the dictates of his Spins 26 
 Cur1sT and Belial differ in cheir nature. 
Suicide, forbidden by Gop, and indeed by 
mere inſtinct, was by many of them eſteem- 

ed the nobleſt atchievement,—and to riſk the 

enjoyment of the greateſt bleſſings hereafter, 
was by them, prefered to OE RG of 
the ſlighteſt preſent inconveniencies. Thus 


far reaſon, ſo much boaſted, will carry men 


when unreſtrained by the reproofs of an in- 

ternal monitor, or unchecked by plain reve- 

lahon. I do not ſay that they were all 
thus ignorant—or that there was the leaſt 


_ neceſſity for any of them to be ſo.—No, Tome 


fe there were who could diſcover that Alt 


things are full of Gop,”—and prefered vwr- 


tue before hfe itſelf ; but mere reaſon did irot 


_ occaſion this difference ;—it was owing to that 
neceſſary obedience which they paid to that 


light, and being faithful to this grace, their is 
no doubt but Gop accepted them according | 
0 chat which they had. 55 


| Warn men ſpeak of CONSCIENCE, they 


| ſeem to treat of it as ſomething independent 


of Gon—as ſomething which is a natural 


inſeparable property of man, as blood, bones, 


&c.—but this is a grand miſtake, and takes 
its birth, 1 ſuppoſe, from the early dawnings 
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of this DIVINE light upon the human mind, 


Which they therefore, take to be natural: — 
and if they have adopted the doctrine of un- 
conditional election, they are ſtill more poſi- 

tive, as that unhappy ſcheme teaches them to 
_ ſuppoſe, that no man has Gop's Shirit who is 
not under very great diſtreſs of ſoul,—or, as 


they phraſe it, that Gop does not intend to 


bring home effectually to himſelf. —But all this 
is chimera, and will prove to be ſo while that 
_ ſcripture continues, HE is that light,” &c. 
CONSCIENCE is Gop's Spirit ſhining i in our 
darkneſs as it once moved upon the face of 

the deep, and is deſigned by JESUS CHRIST 

to do that in us, which it once effected in the 

exterior creation. This /ight is given to us 
to ſhetu us our darkneſs, and to lead us on to 
the perfect day. All this is clear from the 

_ eaſe of CORNELIUS, who was a Gentile, and. 


therefore likely to be eſteemed unclean by 


PETER, for which reaſon the viſion was 
N ſhewn to him. | 


How careful mould : men be not to quench 2) 
this good Spirit of our Go, by which he 


ſeeks us,. and invites us to return to him 


by which HE preaches in us, and exhorts us 


to hear, that we being dead in treſpaſſes may 


awake to righteouſneſs, To excite our 
SAL 1 5 greater 


* 


| greater attention, we muſt remember it is 4 
ill fall voice, which whoſoever obeys, Jt- 
sus Will come in and ſup with him,” and 
ſet up Hs throne in his heart, and redeem 
him from that unrighteoufneſs, in which we 
are fo deeply 4%. nyo will hear my 
voice harden not your hearts, — turn not the 
deaf ear to me. We muſt be as attentive 
to this ſeeking Spirit, as a man loſt in a wood 
liſtens with all imaginable earneſtneſs, in hope 
of hearing ſome villager paſs by, of whom he 


after ws, as Gov did after AAm—* Where | 

art thou.“ It ſhews the finner his depar- 
ture from Go D, and occaſions him to mourn 

deeply. The ſlent lectures of Go p's Spr- 
rit, when attended to, beget the deepeſt peni- 


| rence, which urges the ſoul to cry © Lond 


fave, or I periſh!” —< Go be merciful to 
me a inner !—To which CHRIST never 
fails to anſwer. + I am thy falvation.” 
The Spirit is then more eminently imparted 
to the ſinner, inaſmuch as it witneſſeth with 
his ſpirit, that he is reconciled to Gop thro! 
Cunrsr sus. This leads us to conſider, 


very conciſely, the ſecond part of CHR18T's 


errand, viz. to ſave that which was 7%. 


=: "ns 


8 68 
Tr was predicted of J=svs, — He half 
ie his people from their ſins, '—from the 
guilt and dominion of them. Morally ſpeak- 
ing, Cn RIS T cannot /ave, or make us happy, 
in any other way than by ſaving us {rom our 
fins. Sin implies all thoſe tempers and diſ- 
_ poſitions of the heart, as well as all actions, 
that are contrary to the will of Gor. This 
| Work of the devil,” CHRIST came to de- 
Nitroy in us, that he might recover us from our: 
ruin—reſtore us to the image and favor of 
Go diſarm the angel of his flaming ſword. 
= | and open a retreat for us to our recovered. 
EpEkN. The Shirit of JIEsus is to do all. 
this zn us, and will enable us to oppoſe and 
conquer thoſe luſts and paſſions: which have 
dominion over us—to * Perſect holineſs in 
s the fear of the LorD,” and to keep. a con- 
23 | ſcience void of offence, toward Gop and 


1 man. 


— — 
; * — — 


* — _ 


| How deſirable muſt thzs /alvation appear 
3 to a truly conſiderate mind! What can be 
' more deſirable than a quiet CONSCIENCE— 
an internal teſtimony of the DIVINE favor? 
—No employments can afford us ſuch 
happineſs as a true care and diligence to ſerv»e 
HIM, whoſe ſervice is perfedt freedom ;—and 
which at laſt G will gracioully reward, not 
only 
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only by ſecuring | us from eveladiing death, but 
with the inexpreſſible felicity of Svelling 5 
with HIM world without end 4 


r to BIN the nature of this SALVATI- 
ON in a ſtronger light. — Tis to have darkneſs 
vaniſh, and the day dawn—to be freed from 
chains and ſet at liberty to exchange "paſſion 
8 for meckneſs, and pride for humility—to have 
| avarice rooted out, and benevolence implanted 
—to loſe peernſhne/s and find hatience to bar- 
ter prophaneneſs for picty, and the fear of 
death for the hope of glory—to reſiſt the devil 
and ſubmit to Goto hate n and love ho- 
lineſ5—t0 eſcape ETERNAL death and reign 
in everlaſiing LIFE, This is the l ton 
Irsvus offers to the loft, ruined ſons of men. 


NoTHING remains but that you ſhould be 
admoniſhed not to neglect this great SALVA- 
TION. That which your enemy would 
urge as the moſt cogent reaſon to prevent 
your ſeeking after the attainment of it, is 
the very reaſon why CHRIST /ceks to beſtow 
it upon you, viz.—Your being a great, a loſt 
| fenner,—lf you are conſcious that you are a 
- loft ſinner, CHRIST has ſo far ſought you to 
good purpoſe.— His Spirit hath ſhewn you 
tis, that on your part, you may feeh after ]E- 
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sus, to * ſaved by him. The 10% were 

thoſe that IEsus came to cel, whoever 
therefore denies his being loſe, cannot expett 
any benefit from His ceming, or the merits 
of Hils death, which only can /ave us. Be 
it remembered then, that CHRISH came to, 
ſeek the loſt only. He Came not to call 


the righteous, but ſinners to repentance!” 


He Came to ſeek and to fave” All «© That 
was loſt,” viz. All mankind. —+ We have al. 
85 baned and come ſhort of the glory of Gop.” 


— CHRIST taſted death for every man.” 
He died ſos the fins of the whole world.” 
— The LokD laid on HI the iniquity of 


u All !*'— Therefore A{/ men were loft, and 
by virtue of our REDEEMER's death we may 


All be Javed, — Look unto me All ye ends 


of the earth and be ye ſaved.” All this 


has the jr:end of finners done to recover us! 


but remember, as HE will not do violence 
to any man's will, when HE has opened our 


eyes, he expects us to /cek for this ſalvation. 


HE expects us to be Workers together 
With him. — To induce us to which, HE has 
made us Great and precious promiſes, 


viz.—* Seek and ye ſhall find, aſk and it 
ſhall be given unto you ! '—* Whoſoever 
cometh unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out.“ 


Here 1 is all the tags Lenmar a poor finner 


can 
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can wiſh for. If he wants repentance let him 
ef it of JEsUs, © Who hath received gifts 

even for the ungodly”, who is exalted to be- , 
' Now it—* HIM hath Gop exalted with his 
right hand to be a PRINCE and a SAVIOUR, 
for to give repentance to Llirael and forgive- 
neſs of ſins.” If any man wants fazzh, as 
_ well as wiſdom, © Let him aſk it of Goo, 
who giveth liberally and 9 not, and = 
it ſhall be given unto Rim.“ | 


Do not ak in a hs hearing of what 
5 CuRIsT has done, and is willing to do for you, 
this will advantage you nothing, unleſs it be 
done in you. Labor therefore to make 
your calling and election ſure, by giving up 
yourſelves daily to ALMIGHTY Goy in fer- 
vent prayer and by diligently watching your 
thoughts, words, and works; conſtantly aim- 
ing at HIS glory, and the good of your fellow 
creatures. Whoſoever doth e thangs 


| ſhall not fail of happineſs 1 in this life, OT in that 
which! is to come. 


* SERMON 


SERMON * 


Jos xxxvi. 11. 7 


1 THEY OBEY AND SERVE HIM, THEY 
SHALL SPEND THEIR DAYS IN PROSPE= 
 RITY, AND THEIR YEARS IN PLEA- 


A FFLICTION, in our preſent relation to 
4 A. the things of time and ſenſe, is as ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary to our future happineſs, as 
che food we uſe is to the ſupport of our per- 
ſons; and therefore a wz/e, and good Gop, + 
ſends thoſe ſeemingly ſevere viſitations as a 
preparative to the greateſt bleſſings. The 
perſon whoſe ſufferings gave occaſion to the 

compoſition of thzs book, called after his own 

name, Was an eminent inſtance of God's pe- 
culiar care, when the imperfe& judgment of 

| thort-ſighted mortals concluded him abandon- 

_ ed to miſery, and utterly forſaken 825 the . 

PROTECTOR of mankind. 
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To prevent us from eaſily Fielding to de- 


pair, Gop has thought proper to aſſure us, 
that he © Does not willingly afflict, or grieve 
the children of men, 


L 


and conſequently that 
whenever HE does afflict them, there is an 


abſolute neceffty for his doing it. We can 
only judge from appearances, and therefore 
we are oſten led to draw very wrong conclu- 
ſions, and to arraign the ALMIGHTY at our 
tribunal, for his dealings with the ſons of men = 
but HE who is perfect in wiſdom, and tho- 
roughly acquainted with the human heart 
cannot err nor is it poſſible for HIM who 
was bruiſed for our tranſgreſſions to treat us 
with more rigor and ny Wav we 7 05 


5 de ſerve. 


Ir may a ſtrange to thoſe Who read 


| Jos' s character, in the introduction of his biſ- 
| tory, to find a perſon who “ was perfect and 
upright—that feared Gop and eſchewed evil,” 
involved in ſuch a ſeries of formidable dif- _ 


treſſes ;—for the elucidation of which, we 


will take a ſhort review of Jos, in his pr, 
| perous and adberſe ſituation; wherein we ſhall. 


ſee The gracious d% gn of GoD in afflicting 
man.— And the . and yy” of 
 Gop's ſervants. 


As 


e "fb 
A e chender and tuation. He 


Was allowed to be a perfect and an upright 
man, &c. And, conſidered in his civs / re- 


| lation to mankind, he undoubtedly was ſo— 


a juſt pattern, and highly worthy of imitation. | 
Tho' he was dignified in his character, and 


bleſſed with an ample fortune, he thought it 
an addition to his honor and. happineſs, to de- 


ſcend to the relief and protection of the ne- 
ceſhtous orphan and diſconſolate widow—to. 
viſit thoſe who were in aftidton, and to com- 
fort the captzve ; theſe acts of humanity juilly 


8 procured him the eſteem of his ſubjects, and 0 


rendered his name dear to the objects of his. 


munificence and clemency.. 80 far was 


Jos upright in his civil and focial character. 
His ſituation was moſt deſirable while proſpr- 
rity and honor were his conſtant attendants.. 
But human happineſs is too tranſent, to- 


yield us thoſe /okd comforts we are directed 


to ſeek alone in Gop! His religious cha- 
rabter was ſuch, as yielded him no- ſmall happi- 
neſs tis evident from his conſtant ſacrifices. | 


to God, not only on his own account, but 


his childrens alſo ;—who thro! their fondneſs. 
for vanity, he juſtly thought were likely to- 
bring down vengeance upon themſelves, un- 
leſs averted by humble and' paſſionate ſuppli- 
cations to the ALMIGHTY. This office 

Fw - ; of 
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ſo falſe an accuſation, he requeſts permiſſion 
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ol prayer and facrifice was his conſtant em- 
_  ployment; and employments of this nature, 
will, more or leſs, be productive of peace and 
 afſurance. But however happy Jos might 
appear to be in theſe circumſtances, there was 
ſomething wanting to compleat his felicity, 
and that thoſe were convinced of, who were 
deſirous of no other happineſs, than that 
which he was ſuppoſed to enjoy, while honor 
and proſperity played their fickle beams upon 
him. Had Jos been as happy in Gon, 


as it was poſhble for him to have been, the re- 


queſt of his grand enemy had not been per- : 
| mitted to have been executed upon him. 


| AT a ſeafon when „The ſons of Gon 
came to preſent themſelves before the Lozp,” 


perhaps to return a general thankſgiving for 


ſome ſignal inſtance of providenttal goodneſs, 


« The accuſer of the brethren” preſented : 


himſelf among them; and on being interrogated 
by the Lorp, from whence, as well as the er- 
zand, upon which he came; he boldly makes 


non his hellith purpoſe upon this upright 
man ;—againſt whom, he inſinuates kypocri/y | 

towards GoD, and makes evarice and ambition 

the leading cauſes of his mock ſubmiſſion : and 


in orde1 to gain his end, rather than to prove 


to 


® 


(&) 


e e him, i. e. to diminiſh his "EF 55 
Kc. which GoD ſuffers not to gratify Satan, 
but to benefit his ſervant Jog, who was not. 
yet fully acquainted with his own heart, and 
conſequently, not ſufficiently conſcious of his 
infinite obligations to the ALMISHTVY, Who 
| had been pleaſed to notice him with. ſuch pe- 


culiar regard. And as a ſenſe of his ob- 


| hgations were ſo much wanting, he could no. 
be poſſeſſed of that inconceivable pleaſure a 
_ generous heart muſt ever feel, in thoſe warm 


expreſſions of gralitude and love. 5 
As, ſoonas permiſſion was granted to chis arch 


find, he, together with his emiſſaries, ſpeedily 
executed his malignant deſign. A meſſen- | 


; ger quickly arrived at the palace, and requeſt- 


ed an audience with the falling PRINCE, and 
being brought into the royal preſence, began 


the recital of the affecting ſtory of his daugh- 
ters captivity, and murder of his ſervants 
but ere the relation was ended, arrived a ſecond; 


to inform, him that the angery elements had 


5 deſtroyed his ſheep and ſervants by fire; | 


and that he only had eſcaped to tell the dread. 
ful news. A third haſtily is introduced to 
acquaint him of the ravages the Chaldeans 


4 
2 


had committed, hen to compleat the fatal 


narration of his /udden and great calamities, 


| came another with an account more diſmal 


(@) 


5 2nd affeling than thoſe related. He ſtands 
| impatient to catch the /en/e of the trembling 
informer, whoſe pallid countenance and faul- 
tering ſpeech, betrayed ſomething too dread- 


fear His children—Alas ! How will he ſup- 
port under the dreadful information ?—But 
dreadful as it is— he muſt be informed 
They are no more—that a Angle ſtroke ſe- 


= 85 vered them from his arms—while they were 
banqueting at their eldeſt brother's houſe, a 
Y tempeſt gathered in the wilderneſs, and with 


ſudden violence threw down the edifice, and 
: buried them in the ruins.—What {till muſt 
add to his diſtreſs is, —their . for ſo - 


£ unexpected a removal. 


Hax, Jos might have been expected 68 | 


| ſpurn ſubmiſſion from him, and to have given 
place to the perturbation of his mind. But 
Jo — The pious Father midſt all the tender 
emotions of his breaſt, proſtrates himſelf at 
the footſtool of his MAKER, while ſomething 
more than human diftates to his heart, the 
confeſſion uttered by his lips—“ The LORD. 


gave, and the LoRD hath taken away; 2 * © 


ſed be the name of the LoRD.“ Who could 
: hehold ſuch amazing fortitude—r4/ gnation and 
:  praif 


0 „„ 
praiſe, without aftotiiſhment? Now he 
proved the uſefulneſs of thoſe ſacred leſſons 
he had learned in the ſchool of RELIGION. | 
_ Philoſophy alone had been in vain. —His was 


* That grace,” or « to W in ww. 4 
- time of need,” . 


n Bor more 5 the We acl trials he 
muſt yet endure; that the naughtineſs of his 


heart might be fully diſcovered to him, and he 
happily delivered from it, for © The heart is de- 


ceitful above all things, and deſperately wick 


ed.“ Satan ſtill purſues him with implaca- 


ble malice, and obtains freſh leave to aſſault 
him, in a manner he apprehended would ef- 
fect his wiſhes; — but Gop ſtill means to uſe 


his malice for H1s ſervant's happineſs. 80 


olten does our great enemy miſcarry in his de- 
ſigns againſt us; they often proving the verx 
| means of driving us nearer. to HIM, den means 


to -vent'u us — 


10 B, hal buds Was meh chad: in a 


and anointed with odoriferous balm, and borne 


in his chariot amid the loud applauſes, and 


| huzzas of the admiring croud—attended at 


his palace by numerous levees, and worſhip- 
ped by cringing ſycophants—1s now hurled 
from the pinnacle of human glory into the abyls 
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of wretchedneſs and pain. .—Nauſcous ulcers - 


torment him, and prevent the refreſhment of 


wiſhed-for flumbers ;. and while he finks be- 
neath the inſupportable anguiſh; the corrupted 


wounds ſend forth fo ſtrong a ſtench; that of- 


fended paſſengers avoid him; while thoſe, he: 
lately would not have niche with the dogs of 

| his flock; deride his misfortunes; and inſult his 
 miſery—relattons difown him, and his ſlaves 

_ exerciſe dominion over him.— The wretches 
whom his bounty preſerved from deſtruction, 


paſs by him regardleſs of his groans, and leave 


him unaſſiſted, 10 end a life, to: them age a 
r | 5 


— er are che . fallen „And this: 


© Jos, to ſhew thee the tn/ufficiency of creat- 
ed good. Thy heart, perhaps, was begin- 
ning to be elated when popular regard was 


thine, and leſt vain- glory ſhould deſtroy thee 
HEAVEN. interpoſed, and corretted thy folly. 


But where's his patience now ?—hear him 


wiſhing for too tardy DEATH,—or wildly 


_ curling the moment of his birth; diftempers 


like theſe require a powerful antidote ;—Take 


| therefore, O Jos, the cup adminiſtered by 
the hand of mim, whoſe fal and * can 
alone aſl thee, 


TE 
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Tuk proud conceit of his moral excel. 


lence, led him to charge the ALMIGHTY 


with unjuſt ſeverity—** Thou knoweſt that I 
am not wicked, ſhew me wherefore thou 
contendeſt with me? Could a conſcious fin; 
- ner, thus interrogate the Go of purity Or 
.one who was fully acquainted with his own 
heart, pretend to juſtify: himſelf before HIM? 
Here was apparent need of theſe ſevere chal- 
tiſements, that his pride might be humbled, and 
his heart purified. 


11 wovLD here beg leave to- Sb, that 
our actions, ab/traftedly do not commend us to 
 GoD, or juſlißy us before him nor do his 
aAflictive diſpenſations argue greater guilt in 
the /ufferer, than thoſe who e/cape.—** The 
wicked, yr Davin, are not in trouble like 
other men.” And too frequently from their 
Suppoſed e e they conclude them ſelves, 
the peculiar favorites of HEAVEN, and charge 
the icted, an with ſins that they know 
not. | 


This was manife#tty the caſe with Jos, and 


his pretended friends BILD AD, ZOPHAR, and 
ELI HAEZ, who inſtead of offering him ſup- 
port by ſympathetic condolance, aggravate his 
_ miſery by charging him with hypocri/y and im- 
piety, and abſurdly inter} ing that Gop deals 
adequately 


4 


| adequately: to the delinquent' 8 demetit; W 
life, and therefore his offences muſt have 
been of an unheard-of nature, ſince his ſuf- 
ferings were thus extreme. + Thro' the whole 
of their conduct, they appear to have had 


their own glory in view; and affecting to juſ- 


tify the ALMIGHTY, meant only to aggran- 
dize themſelves, by concluding, that as God 
always deals according to mens deſerts here, 

they were bleſſed with, and continued in 
_ proſperous circumſtances. Theſe unjuſt 
_ concluſions irritated JoB, and extorted from 


bim expreſſions unbecoming a A nner under 
the rod of . 5 


4 Uran this EL1HU, a modeſt and wiſe 
youth, who had been privy to their prepoſ- 
terous converle,; breaks his long ſilence, and, 
after making a becoming apology for his 
youth, undertakes the management of the con- 
troverſy, thro' an humble and earneſt deſire 
to © Juſtify the ways of God to man.” and 
to bring Jo into a proper ſubmiſſion to hIs 
righteous diſpenſations. And ſince the af- 
fair in which he was engaged was of ſo ſacred 
a nature, he begs that he might Accept no 
man's perſon, e his maker ſhould ſoon 
take him away.” He proves to Jos his 
folly, in laying, 1 1 am clean, without tranſ- 


greſſion: 


n) 


greſfion:- 11 am innocent,” For Gov i 1s right- — 
cee.snus in all his dealings, and humbleth only 


to exalt, therefore it ſhould be his duty to 
; acquieſce and pray unto HIM, that he might be 
propitious unto him. And that the viſitation | 
might anſwer the end whereunto it was ap- 
2 pointed, VIZ. to © OWE back his ſoul from | 
the pit.” ; 


0 farthful and od. a preacher as 
ELinv, had never awakened JoB's attention. 
He warmly reproves him for his contempt of 


Goo, and baſe endeavor to juſtify himſelf at 


the expence of God's equity—ſhews him the 

imprudence of charging Kings with wick 
edneſs, and the greater wickedneſs of accuſing 
him, Who accepteth not the perſons of 
princes. „He then exhorts him to contels 
his guilt, and e amendment. 


Hs reſumes the caſe ; 1 direct Jo to : 
- conſider the diſparity of the creature and the 
CREATOR; and how impoſſible it is for the _ 
_ greateſt virtues of a finite being, to add glory 
to an inte GOD —who is bo ſource of 4 
gaod, whoſe knowledge is perfed, and whoſe 
worſhippers muſt ay in faith and fancerity 
of heart, ſince the vain babbling of the lip is 
not accepted by HIM. He entreats for a 
8 G : 2 | few 


tn) 


few moments. dre, that Kd may yet whom 
Fully prove the goodne/s of Gop ;—and hopes 
for their attention, not being deſirous of diſ- 
playing his own abilities, or ſallying forth in 
the parade of ſophiſtry, rendered ſoothing and 
_ agreeable by florid phraſes and harmonious peri- 
ods, refering them to the opinions of the w/e 
and prous in former generations, for the cor- 
IToboration of his aſſertions.—“ I will bring 
b my knowledge from afar.” He aſſerts 
SV; __ Gop's regard to man,—his love of virtue, and 
abhorrence of vice; and then adverts to the 
pride of human nature, while ſeated on the 
By pinnacle of ſucceſs, —and the obſtruttions Gp 
meets with in his remonſtrances with men, 
whoſe affluence makes them ſpurn inſtruſtion, 
| | and conceive of themſelves more highly than 
they ought Therefore when They be 
bound in fetters, and holden in cords of 2. 
 flidlion; he ſheweth them their tranſgreſſions, 
and openeth their ear to diſcipline.—If they 
obey. and ferve him, they ſhall ſpend their 
| : Hays in proſperity, and their Years in Pl ea- 
| ſures.“ 


FP — 


5 Arrlicrio, is the ſchool in which we 
can beſt learn obedience. In this ſchool, 
our leſſons are adapted to our different capa- 
cities, diſpoſitions, and ſuation. Some be- 


gin 
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| gfe lr 52 of ſoul for their 1 which 
is intended to work in us that repentance 
which needeth no repentance; and I believe 
we ſhall always find that the greateſt diſtreſs. 
on thus account, is attended with the greateſt 
comfort, and moſt /a/fzng joy. Others, are 
introduced by worldly /f/es and'di/appointments 
| —fichneſs, and the death of friends; by ſuch: 
a flictions they are brought, to an acquarntance 
with themſelves, —an abliorrence of in to- 
eontemn the world, and defire glory. Many 


there are, who knew: bat little diſtreſs when 


they firſt ſet their hand to the plow, yet af- 
ter a ſeaſon have had a zran of afflictions 


Es cloſely preſliag upon them —ſuch as conſtant 


| ſickneſs in their families, or habitual diſeaſes 


in their own petivns. Shall we then ſay 
that Gop is unmerciful, or unjuſt - Gop 
forbid! If our hearts are unbroken,. and 


remain zmp-nitent, we ſhall live without any 


deſire for the grace of Gop, and“ Die 


without knowledge :"—therefore af:&:ons are 
highly n and mo/t profitable if rightly 
improved. Laſſes and d:/appointments are 
ſent to wean us from the world. —Sckneſs 


and death, are graciouſly intended, to keep us 


in an habitual preparation for our 4% great 
change, ta _—_— our . ſrom the 
| creature, 


K — 


„ 


; exeature, and fix us more firm. on be cura 


Saas" Was . n well Jos. Ns Tho? 


| heretofore he enjoyed abundance, and to all 


appearance made a proper uſe of it; yet he 
needed ſomething more than mere externals. 
to conſtitute him truly happy. His riches 
and rank, were the means of inducing many 


to magnify his virtues, who, thro' fear, were 
prevented from corretting his foibles ;—thus 


his vanity being flattered, he ſecured himſelfin 5 
the conceit of his ſuperior goodneſs; and how _ 
deep this ſecurity was, we have already ſeen. _ 


Warn Jos became veiled in the ſhades 


of adverfity, and fancied himſelf utterly un- 
done, he was then in the fureſt path to ſolid 
| happineſs. His ſituation imboldened EL i- 


HU, to rectify his miſtakes, by giving him a 


portrait of himſelf, without the colourings of 


flattery. This made ſome impreſſion upon 
him, and prepared him to attend with rever- 
ence, the weighty queſtions GoD was about 
to propoſe to him; every one of which were 
calculated to expoſe the creature's ig norance 
and zmbectlity, and, at the ſame time, intend- 


ed to diſplay the CREATOR's wr/dom and 
power. Jon heard with aſtoniſhment and 


* 


. 
felf-abhorrence, and humbly confeſſed his pre- 
ſumption and vilene/s.—* I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
| ſeeth thee; wherefore I abhor myſelf, and re- 
pent in duſt and aſhes.” The grand deſign 


being now brought about, Jos being truly ß 
humbled, the ALMIGHTY not only reſtored 
to him his former favors, but mulliplied his 


| bleſſings upon him; ſeeing he was able, thro” 
grace, to enjoy them to the glory of the great 


 GIVER, and the real good of himſelf and : | 
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Tx THEY OBEY AND SERVE HIM, THEY 
SHALL SPEND THEIR DAYS IN PROS- | 
 PERITY, AND THEIR YEARS IN PLEA- . 


SUREs. 


T H E world i is too apt to Gras wrong no- "Re 
tions of happineſs, and to ground their 


opinions upon external appearances. The 
idea of happineſs is too commonly connected 


with wealth —reputation,—health, &c. But 
men who are more acquainted with human 
nature, can explode this prevailing error; and 


a Chriſtian who is deſtituts of wealth, reputa- 


tion, health, &c. feelingly knows that happi- 


neſs has a more firm foundation than theſe, 


or any other ſuch precarious things. True 
| happineſs exiſts in Gop alone, and whoever 
is truly an happy man, derives all his felicity 
from Go, thro' the agency of the Hory 
SeiRIT. His idea of happineſs men are 
greatly ignorant of, and muſt remain ſo 


6% 


5 as Tong. | as ; they hold endes . | 


dent of Gon, and are unacquainte& with: 


their own helpleſſneſs; for theſe conceits na- 
turally keep men from that reverential wait- 


ing upon Gop, which is the only ſecurity of 


our happineſs. We ought not to wonder 


then, when we ſee thoſe miſtaten, /elf-/u N. 
cient, Go p- neglecting creatures involved in 
difficulties, which are not only intended by 
the FaTHER Or MERCIEs, as aſcourge for 


their impiety, but alſo to make them ſenſible 


of their error, and bring about a recantation 
of opinion and proctice. 


Ir we 3 to 1 nature in its pre- 


ſent ſtate, together with the holy. requirements 
of the GOSPEL, we ſhall ſee the neceſſity 


of affiion to convince us of our helpleſs- 


| neſs, and to bring us to a momentary depen- 
dence upon Gap. In this view of things, 
we cannot fail to pity him, whoſe ſituation 
will naturally flatter his innate vanity, —puff 
bim with falſe notions of his greatneſs, and 
| keep him inſenſible of his danger and vileneſs. 
Had that rich man profited by any of his af- 
flictions, for doubtleſs HE whoſe tender mer- 
. cy is over all his works, did not omit to vi- 
ſit him with ſuch remembrancers, he had not 
made ſo miſerable an end. — But like too 
many of us, he ran his circle without mak- 


. ùA 


C0 5::; | 
ing a profitable pauſe. His conduRt will 
enable us to gueſs what thoughts he enter- 


tained of his approaching diffolution,—and _ 


his end will teſtify what preparation he made 
for it. Cloathed in purple and fine linen, 
and faring ſumptuouſly every day,” he had 
no thoughts of his kelpleſne/s ; and like the 
arrogant PHARAOH, aflerted his. zndepen- 


dence. The ſmiles of the world are more in- 


jurious to our happineſs than we commonly 
ſuppoſe, therefore we are exhorted, Love 
not the world.” The love of the world, 
and the praiſe of mankind, is that to our 
| fouls what high living is to our bodies; while 
it pleaſes our palate, it os: the n 
tion. 


Ix we look the world around, ſhall we find 
che moſt proſperous, the moſt happy i. e. 
the moſt humble, —for without humility there 
can be no felicity, In general we ſhall 
find ſuch, moſt. fluſhed with inſolence, and 
_ regardleſs of the ALMIGHTY. If we 
carry on the obſervation, we ſhall often ſee. 


| | the ſame perſon, when adverſity has ſeized - 


| him, as courteous as he once was infolent ; 
and if afion anſwered no better end, yet 
its utility is evident from this circumſtance.. 
But does not Miction lead us, inſenſibly, to 
| compare 


| . . 82 * 


pes our Peehm 2 our bauer ſitua⸗- 
tion P- And may not the beſt improvements- 

be made by theſe compariſons ? Tis grant⸗ 

ed, that with many the kindeſt intentions of 


HEAVEN are perverted to their own ruin.“ 


Inſtead of leading ns to conſider the inſtability 
of every thing below—that we have no pro- 
per claim, even to the air we breathe,. ank 
that Gop has a right to diſpoſe of his. 


1 creatures, as ſeemeth him good; too fre- 


quently we repine at His diſpenſations, and 


1 conceive ourſelves unjuſtly treated; this har- 


dens the heart againſt GoD, and deluges us 
in a ſea of inſupportable mi ſery.— The world 
has diſcarded us, and our only refuge we have 
forced to depart from us!—Yet the greateſt 


relations commence our enemies—when our 


ff Friends turn their backs upon us—when—/or- 


N tune no longer courts us hen health has | 
1 forſaken us, and penury and fickneſ5 have laid 


hold upon us—when, like the $0N OF MAN, 
we have no where to lay our head, unleſs in 


34 | the gloomy apartments of a common preſon, 3 
we may reap: the greateſt bleſſings. Theſe 


diſtreſſes will prove fit occaſions to reflect 
upon the vanity of human life, — to lament 
our neglect of” Gop, and the unhappy 

FEY mattention 


advantages may be gained by a iction. When 


08 


8 inattention we have paid. to our eternal wk | 
fare. | | 


x 1 which is the beſt, Lol gre to 
be the chief buſineſs of the . life, is 
| ſeldom thought of in proſperity. But / 
fiction has an immediate tendency to urge 
men to call upon Gop. The opulent man 


| diſcovers no need of prayer, which implies ne- 
ceſſit v). When men are regardleſs of this _ 


grand duty, the pleaſing employment of prar/e, 
or thankſgzving, is equally neglected. For 
how can we expect men to thank another 
for that, which they ſuppoſe they owe to 


=> themſelves halen, inſtance 


Sorrosz a merchant to have acquired a 
great fortune, without having conſulted 
the great DIRECTOR in any of his concerns, 
or having the ſmalleſt view to HIS glory; can 
we imagine that this man would return hum- 
ble thanks to GoD for his ſucceſs?—No. As he 
conc eives all his ſucceſs depended upon his 
own penetration and induſiry, he looks no 
higher than himſelf. Thus as his riches 
increaſe, ſo does his vanity and avarice. 
Soy ſeeing how far ſuch a perſon is from 
anſwering the great purpoſe of his creation, 
aud 
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TY ) | 


ani the miſerable conſequences that muſt 
follow upon his dying in the ſame condi- 
. tion—HE mercfully viſits him with ſevere 

_ «fflilions. His fhips are loſt—his houſes 
burnt—his trade decays—his reputation ſinks 
his dealers break; ſo that by theſe, and 

ſuch like diſaſters, the affluent merchant, 
whoſe only view was to accumulate a large 
fortune; who ſucceeded ſo much to his 
wiſhes, is in a few days, ſtripped oof all—and 


obliged to ſolicit charity of thofe, to whom 


| he had denied it. A man in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion is generally pitied, tho', in truth, there 
is great reaſon to congratulate hm. His 


a uence had intoxicated him, but his ic 


tion will make him ſober. What would it 


have profited him, had he gained the whole 
world, and loſt his own ſoul ?=And what lofs 


will he now ſuſtain, if by loſing the Jhadow 
of happineſs, he graſps the Hane? His 


neceſſities put him upon deing, what he ; 
ought to have been engaged m from the be- 


ginning; which had he done, he might have 


been excuſed from this ſevere correction. 


Thus humbled under the mighty hand of Gop, > 


he principally concerns himſelf i in che inter- 


a elt of a a better world. 


Os E 
. 
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We ſhall bel the uſe of offiftion again, 


* thoſe who have enjoyed uninterrupt- 

ed health ; frequently ſuch perſons impute it 
| to a ſecond cauſe, rather than to the good- | 

nels of God. — But when pining fchne/s ar- 
reſts them, they diſcover the deception. 


What barrier can be found, ſufficiently ſtrong, 


do prevent the ravages of a bufning fever ?— 


Or what power to repel the meager con/ump- 
tion What can we do to divert the excru- 


ciating flone P—Or what can deliver us from 


the reſiſfleſs plague—and the other ten thou- 
and nameleſs diſorders to which we are ex- 
| poſed ?—When Gop commiſhons any of 
them to ſeize upon us—HE inſtructs them to 


inform us what we are,—and what we are 


haſtening to be. 80 that by this means, the 

moſt regardleſs of ETERNITY and its FA- 

' THER, have happily been made ſenſible” of 
their unfitneſs for His preſence, and rouſed, 

tho' late, with greateſt diligence to call 50. 
= a. that m_ * not. 


he 


Tas prince who ka been moſt unpopular 


| in his reign, may be far more happy in that : 
day, than the darling of the people; —eſpe- 
cially, if he was, to the beſt of his abilities, 
the promoter of their good; tho' his endea- 
vours produced their averſion. The blind 


"i a Ethe 
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| : —the nn. n conſump- 
tive and paralytic, will have no cauſe to la- 


ment hereafter, that they were ſtrangers to 


health, if they made ſuitable improvements 
ol their viſitations. The man who ſhone 
in all the ſplendor of human magnificence, re- 
duced to ſolicit the ſcanty pittance of a far- 
thing, may have more abundant cauſe for 
_ conſolation than he, who lived in /uxury, and ” 
died in plenty. The poor priſoner, denied 
the uſe of his uncovered limbs, may have 
more reaſon to thank Gop for his confine- 
ment and diftrefſes, than he ever had to value 
_ himſelf upon his former credit and liberty. 
The widow and orphan, who mourn the loſs 
of the moſt indulgent huſband, and tender fa- 
ter, may reap more future happineſs ſrom 


is 10%. than they olherwiſe would have 


£7 ſought after. 


God, in all HIS a” is merciful 
and graczous. HE only prepares us by 

thoſe methods, to yield our neck to his Eaſy 
| yoke,” and our ſhoulders to his -# Light bur- 
den. „If when correfted, or affuted— 
They obey and ſerve him, they mall ſpend : 
heir days in proſperity, and their years in 
pleaſures—but if they obey not, they ſhall pe- 
55 riſh by che ſword, and die without know: 

5 ene 


„„ os 
edge. —We may plainly diſcover from hence, 

thet all our happineſs lies in true obedience to 
Gob. Naturally we are aver/c to Gop, and to 


huis ways; this natural averſionmuſt be conquer- 
ccd, or we ſhall be for ever miſerable. What 


frequent murmuring is diſcoverable from day 
to day, among the children of men! Can 


7 Wwe ſuppoſe it poſſible, that ſuch diſpoſitions | 


can taſte any true ſatisfaction? The man that 


oppoſes Gop, is a wicked man: and his want 


of peace proves his charafter.—The repining 


man is the promoter of his torments, and 


will not fail, day by day, to add fuel to the 
fire which preys upon his vitals; nor can it 


be otherwiſe, ſeeing there are ſuch conſtant 


occaſions for murmuring to thoſe unhappy ſpi- 
Tits, in this ſtate of viciſſitude. The i- 


ions of GoD are to ſuch men, what the rod 


of a parent is to a froward, ungovernable, un- 
thinking child, which, tho' intended for his 
good, often hardens him in his diſcbedience, 
and expoſes him to /everer correction, till at 
| laſt deſpairing of his amendment, the parent 
diſinherits him. When the afi&ons that 
happen to us, do not produce obedience and 
reſignation, we have reaſon to tremble, leſt 


God ſhould give us up as TONE, to the 8 


hardneſs of our r hearts. my 


6D 


"OY anda in every en tonghly 0 
confeſſes, —*« It is the Loxp, let him do as 
ſeemeth him good, is the man whoſe con- 
duct is pleaſing to Gop. He properly con- 


ſiders himſelf in a very diſordered ſtate, and 
receives thoſe bitter potions as the only pro- 
bable means of a cure. He knows that 
| he has many mortified parts which muſt ſuffer 
5 to preſerve his life; and tho the 


_oppermion is painful, he chearfully ſubmits 
to it, well knowing the ſkill and tenderneſs 


ol his Jatherly fhyyſietan.— Thus to ſubmit to. 
So, is to /erve Gon, and that in the beſt 


ſenſe; for he whoſe mind 1s brought into 


| obedience to Gop, will ſo conduct himſelf, 
as in all | things to be ſubſerxi en to. HIS 


glory. 


- 1 and /erving Gop, we are not 
only to underſtand an external performance 
ol certain religious duties, or a bare acknow- 
ledgment of His wi/dom, &c,—but alſo, to 
be pitiful, and tender hearted one toward ano- 


ther. Now how is it poſſible to diſcharge 


this duty in a right manner, unleſs we our- 

| ſelves have experienced ſomething of thoſe 

Aictions which we are to commiſerate and 

relieve ?—Eſpecially in caſes of conſcience ; 

—how Hon. v we properly * iſe a wounded | 
ſpirit, 


689) 
ſpirit, EY direct it to Ixsus, if:out-own * 
hearts have not been broken, and healed by 
his blood ?—We here ſee the neceffity of 
 effliflion, in order to a right diſcharge of our 
: duty ; - and that the diſcharge of fuck duties b 
will be attended in the end, "WW the moſt 
pre e, opt png . 5 


Turns can be no 858 withour obe- 
dlience to Gop, for every act of diſobedience _ 
will ſting us ſharply, if our CONSCIENCES are 


tender. We ſhall never be fectually reclaim- 


ed from this diſobedience, till we are a icted, 
for nothing but affliction can ſubdue our 
proud enmity. This was the caſe with 
DvD, —“ Before I was afflicted I went 

| aſtray.” God cannot obtain an audience 
with us, till we are brought into diſtreſs. 
Our natural impatience prevents us from giv- 
ing a due attention to the voice and commands 
ofG9D; therefore, when we are Bound | 
in fetters, and holden in cords of affliction, he 
ſheweth us our work, and our tranſgreſſions 
that we have exceeded. He openeth alſo 
our ear to diſcipline, n . commandeth that 
25 we return a quiry-" 


Aepfel is not only needſul to bring 
us $ from. the love and practice of /in, into all 


- © inward 


. : 
bo 8 ierd n_ outward obedience to G0 ä 
|  butis alſo neceſſary to keep us obedient and 


humble. Accordingly, every true Chrifttan 
will find, that the goſpel cannot be embraced, 
and continued in without aiction, for not 
only Miniſters, but All that will live godly 
in CHRIST JESUS, ſhall ſuffer perſecu- 
| tion,” of one kind or other; theſe things are 
permitted to happen to us, that we may Not 
be conformed to the world, but be trans. 
formed by the renewing of our mind, that we 
may prove what is that — * 5 
* will of Ges,” . 


3 1 Wr are called upon to We? HIS ex- 
5 ample, who was meck and lowely—who was 4 


1 MAN OF SORROWS AND ACQUAINTED | 
WIE GRIEFS.—We muſt not fancy, that 
j1 when we commence His ſoldiers, that we 
| are to be excuſed from affifion—s If we 
1 tre free ſrom affliction, then are we baſtards 
lf and not fons.” No ſooner do we determine 
to follow JEsUs, than we ought to prepare 
1! for ox{ward and znward conflicts. Some 
| times an unkind world will ill uſe us—at 


other ſeaſons we ſhall be ſeverely exerciſed 
by the enemy of our ſouls, who will continue 
=. - to ſhoot his arrows at us, till we enter with- 
in the * of the PEACEFUL city. To 

| . 2 
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| theſe we e ad; our-remaining infirmi- 


ties, for who. among us can ſay.— Whick 
of you convinceth me of ſin?''—and in in 


5 the leaſt degree cannot fail to make a pious 


beeart groan under the — ma 
—_ and intolerable burden.” Spd 


_ ' Oun DP egy is e «If 

be aſhamed, but let him give glory to Gor 
on this behalf.” —©+ Beloved think it not 
ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, which is ta 


try you, as tho' ſome ſtrange thing had hap- 


| When his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be 


pened unto you, but rejoice in as much as 
ye are partakers of CHRIST's ſufferings ; that 


glad alſo wich exceeding joy.” . Theſe 
affitiions we mult pals thro', and the refin- 
ing fire from heaven muſt purge, and puri - 


fy our hearts from the evil of our nature, 


As gold is purified by the fire, and the groſs 
alloy deſtroyed by the penetrating flame, 
even ſo muſt our hearts be baptized with 
the Holy Grosr, and with fire, the pure 

| fire of the ALMIGHTY S?IRLT. This 

fire will continue to burn while any drofs re- 
mains; and when this ſire is withdrawn, the 


metal will be converted into its intended uſe, 


—i. e. When we ceale- to 1 Fer, (for thro' 
: | fuffering 


(mm) 


Lulfering 1 we are made perfe&) our fouls wilt | 
be fit for, and certainly will oy engine the 
fruition of Gov. + tbe. 


tb ha Libertine | mould . as 1 


inquire what a Chriſhan gains by a religion 
that ſubjefts him to affliction, I plainly an- 
ſwer HEAVEN. Heaven both nere, and here- 
after. For being ſenſible how much his ſtub-. 
dorn nature needs ſuch corrections, he ſub- 
mits with pleaſure to the rod, knowing that 
he is reconciled to GoD thro' faith in CHRIST 
Irsus, this is matter of the higheſt conſola- 
tion, midſt every trouble; for however great 
the afflicions of his heart may be, yet this 
happy thought alleviates every pain an in- 
expreſſible ſerenity takes place; which great- 


ly conduces to the happineſs of the ſoul, by 
prevailing upon it catmly to reſgn to the diſ- 


penſations of its aher Go p. Then midſt dark- 
eſt paths of PROVIDENCE, and in the black- 


eſt temptations, a peace which pang . 


. * nb. 


Bur we are not V ce to "boil 


us into obedience to the laws of Gop, and 


re/ignation' to His PROVIDENCE, but that 


7 n, may ſee the virtue of  rehgion. 


_ How 


man patient. recollefted, and refigned- under 


ta) Are 
How greatly, have. many men admired, 


and been led ſueeeſsfully to. imitate thoſe, 
who ſupported under he Sroteſt diſtreſſas 
With invigeible fortitude. To behold a 


great and heavy trials, firikes us with aſta - 
niſhment; eſpecially when we knew the ſame 


perſon in another's calamity, never failed to 


| diſcover the tendereſt concern, This ar- 


gues ſome ſupernatural ſupport. Which Whilſt 


we admire, We ardently wiſh to be poſſeſſed 
of. It furniſhes us with far other notion; 


of the religion of the HoLy JEsus, and . 
places it much higher in our regard. Could 


we have beheld the bleſſed IExs us in/ulted, and 
led on to crucifixion, without diſcovering the. 
value of that ſomething, which enabled HIM 
to bear the greateſt wrongs without reſent-. 
ment. — Could we have heard him in his laſt 
moments, praying for his murderers, and not 
have ſelt the warmeſt emotions of love to the 
ALMIGHTY ſufferer? Could we have 
| ſeen with indiſference thoſe Chriſtian cham- 
pions, the APOSTLES, ſubmitting with all 
imaginable meekne/s, to the cruele/t deaths, 


without wiſhing ourſelves in their place ?f— 


No wonder that religion flouriſhed moſt un- 
der the greateſt perſecutions, when its amia- 
| ble, humble profeſſors and martyrs, prayed | 


(94) 


, Ae a injured them, and A aur 
them that deſpite fully uſed them ;—all Who 
were not intoxicated with the rage of 
hell, muſt confeſs that fuck a religion was 
from above. In ſhort, Affliction is the good 

man's ſhining ſcene.” In poverty he _ 
no diſcontent—in pain, no peeviſſine/s; be- 

cauſe he recollects his obligations to J=svs, 
and is contented' to take the cup that HE ad- 
miniſters, however bitter, knowing That. 
all things work * yy Sete to . 
chat we Gop.” MF , 
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Ir THEY OBEY AND SERVE HIM,. THEY 


= and turned again unto folly. It} is no mark 


SERMON Vu. 


Jon x xxxvi. 11. 


* 


SHALL SPEND THEIR DAYS IN PROSPE- 
ITV, AND THEIR YEARS IN PLEA- 
| SURES. 


"HAT are we to underſtand by the 
| proſperity and pleaſures of GoD's 


4. children? Proſperity muſt not be 


confined to an increaſe of worldly goods. If 


Wwe confine it to this meaning, we ſhall con- 
tradict the text; for few, very few, of Gor's 
moſt ſincere children are thus proſperous. 
Their proſperity does not conſiſt in abundance 
ol riches—i1n adding field to field—and houſe 


to houſe—1n riſing in the eſteem of the world 


Ain being countenanced by great men—or 
ſuſtaining honorable offices Many who 
| were once ſincerely obed:ent, when they were 


thus proſperous, like JESHURUN grown fat, 
kicked againſt GoD—diſowned H1s cauſe, 


of 


"4 WF - 
= 4 grace to grow opulent. —Thare-4 are few 


| whom Go chuſes to proſper in ts man- 


ner; ſome exempt caſes there are, we muſt 
; alk but their condition is far from being de- 
ſirable. Like wie and pious AGUR, we 


| ſhould pray—* Give me neither poverty nor 
riches, feed me with food convenient for me, 


—leR I be full and deny thee, and ſay who is 
the Loxy? Or leſt 1 be poor, gon ſteal, and 
n en Sb! in vain. 


1 to the 050 of * ls of Gow 


hey do not conſiſt of thoſe things which 
the world calls pleaſure. Their delight is : 


not in high living—in doing ſumptuouſly, and 
running the giddy circle of vanity.— They are 
ſtrangers to thoſe faſhionable, and unmanly 


amuſements.— They have diſcovered all theſe 
things to be lighter than vanity.—So that the 
proſperity and pleaſures of Gop's children, do 
not bear any reſemblance to thoſe things, ; 
which we commonly mean by profperity and 
pleaſure. The Lord's people are a tried 
people; they ſuffer pain—d: iſappointment— 5, 


. e ——— and i ** 


| ut ww come to the point. In a han 
 Tenle, he only is a proſperous n man whoſe heart 
is influenced by the grace of Gop, and freed 


I from 
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rn 
"nels, and when this evil, in its various appear- 
ances, begins to be deſtroyed, from that mo- 


ment the /oul begins to nos. and enjoy: 5 


1 true eee 


$1) N is te a ne itn, ever inflam- 
ing the minds of the people, and ſtiring them 
up to rebellion under many ſpecious pretences, 


till at laſt anarchy enſues with its inſeparable 3 


attendants, feuds and edition. By this 
means the ate receives a blow it can never 


recover, till the Zraztor reaps the wages of 
his guilt ; ;—then every. man returns to his al- 
legiance ; and duty, and harmony being re- 


eſtabliſhed among them, they ſpend their days 
in proſperity. SIN, hike 7/25 CURSE of a na- 
tion, has ſtirred vs. up to rebellion. Our 


la ſul prince being baniſhed, we in like man- 
ner, endure the dread effects of anarc hy. 


Our difordered paſſions rage with mad tu- 


mult, and peace abandons our hearts, *till this x 
i laſtiaus intruder 18 ee 


Id DEED it cannot hs "MY PAL * 


| kingdom can recover in a day, from the miſ- 


chief it ſuſtains by civil diſtraftions ; yet 
rhile duty is regarded, every day contributes 


ta the reſtoration of its former proſperity.— 


In . 


(9) 


10 like manner, the humble follower of 11. 

sus, while he adheres to the inſtructions of 

bis SOVEREIGN, ſhall proſper continually ; 
and tho' he does not inſtantaneouſly recover 


from all the injury which fin has done him, yet 


let him be of good courage; while he obedi- 
ently conducts himſelf towards God, he cannot 
but proſper, tho his pleaſure may not be al- 
ways great. The very thing which pro- 
motes his pr ofeerity, may check his pleaſure. 
For, No chaſtening for the preſent ſeem- 
eth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheleſs, 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
: righteouſneſs, to them that are exerciſed there- 
| by.” No wonder then, that they with! 
PAUL ſhould “ Fake pleaſure in diſtreſſes 
for CHRIST's ſake.” They conſider that 
The Lox chaſteneth and ſcourgeth every 
ſon whom he receiveth.”—Theſe marks af- 
ford them unſpeakable plecaſure, when they 
recollect ths is the way to the kingdom. 
Paul confirmed the ſouls of the diſciples in 
their afflictions, by aſſuring them, that they 
_ muſt thro' much tribulation enter into the king- 
dom of Goo. The more tribulation we 
have, if it is canified to us, the greater our 
proſperity. Well may we © Glory in tribula- 
tions, knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience; and e experience, and experi- 
| BS ence 


tw) 


| ence hope, ane hope maketh not albatned, 
becauſe the love of GoD is ſhed abroad in our 

| bearts by the HoLy Gnosr, which is given 
unto us. — The way of the cr, is the way 
to the hingdom—it is the royal road; and it is 
matter of great pleaſure to know we are in that 


Ir any e Was alan to foe out on na 


1 journey to another kingdom, or a diſtant city, 


to be put in poſſeſſion of a very large eſtate, 


be would not be detered from going thither, 


| becauſe he is informed the roads are very nar- 


row, and that many difficulties will fall in his 


way. But having gained this information, 
if he ſhould happen to meet with a fine coun- 
try, and bold good roads, he would ſoon 
grow uneaſy, leſt he ſhould be going from the 
place where he expects an ample compenſa- 
tion for his toils. The (Ariſtian is animat- 
ed to oppoſe all difficulties from the ſame 
conſideration; and will always be fuſpicious 
of having miſſed his road, when every thing 
is going on eafy without and within him. 
At t fuck a ſeaſon he will more eſpecially exa- 
mine himſelf, whether he is in the fil. No 
difficuhies ſhould diſcourage a true behever ; 
he ſhould conſider The . are 
accom- 


(er.) 


— in his brethreir 1 And always 


remember that Our light afflickion, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
_ exceeding, and eternal weight of glory. — 


He ſhould. conſole himſelf in HIM, 0 * ho! 


5 comforteth us in all our bu | lation.” 


= 1 HEY hall went their days' in fro perl 7 
and their years in pleaſures. Whoſe con- 


dttion is ſo proſperous ant pleaſant as his, 


who has Peace with Gop, thio? our LORD 


8 FE $US CHRI sT A hoſe CONSCIENCE docs 


not condemn him ?—=Being ſpiritually minded. 
he enjoys 4% and peace: and that more abun- 
duantliy, as he grows in the grate of Ixs US. 


His peace pafſeth all underſtanding.— An“ 


| the ſtronger he grows in i. and oline, the- 


ſtronger wi affurance, that THE EVERLAST- 
ING ARMS are ſpread around and ebe 


him. He ſerves the LORD with all humility- 


of mind, and EXPLTICHOEE that in ſerving rut. 


there is great reward. The ways of Gop, 


to him, are ways of fleafantneſs, and” all isn 


paths are peace. — Peace is within inis 


walls, and proſperity within his dwellings.” | 


_ «© Tho! he lives in o curity, and poverty ant 
fictneſs' preſs him ſore, yet having Cnrisrt,. 


tie poſſeſſes all thihgs. He is concerned“ 


* 4 
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= nating. ſo much, as to Know: more of 
the lovely) CHIEF of all his joys: and wherein 
he fails to do the will of Gop, he rejoi- 
ceͤes to ſuffer it. Ils not ſuch a man 


ſpending his days in the be/# proſperity, 


who is rich towards Gop — and his 
years in the ſublimeſt pleaſure, who knows 
that CurIsT is gone to prepare a place 
| for him, where /orrow and fighing ſhall 
Hlee away for ever—who is ſenſible that the 


LorD crowneth him with loving kind- 
neſs, and tender mercies ?—Is not he a bb 


proſperous man, whoſe heart was enmity 
_ againſt Gop, but 7 now the temple of 
5 the HoLy GHosST—whole mind was car- 


nal, but .zs now ſpiritual—once deviliſh, but 


new godly—once repining, but now thankful 
once the ſeat of guilty fear, but now of 
heavenly peace—who once had Gon for his 


enemy, but 25 now his friend—in ſhort, 


whoſe heart was hell, but now 2s heaven. 


Who has Cars? for his friend and ſale- 


| guard-—a friend that blefſes him in the city, 
and in the field—in his going out, and com- 
ing in- in his lying down and riſing up—in 
fickneſs and in health—in proſperity and 
_ adverſity—in the hour of death, and in the 
day of judgment—and will be his great 


reward for ever 7 1-—W ho then, would not ot /u . 
e, 


( 9g. + 


fer with CuntsT to reign with 8114? + G 
the power of true religion - Ho ** that 
man, who ves and dies i in 2 to its 


5 ed precepts 


HERE, can I help dropping a a tear of pity 
upon you, who are not rich toward Gop, and 
by that means poor in your abundance, upon 
you, whoſe aflictions have hardened your 
hearts, inſtead of % Hening them ?—How ; 
great a cur/e is your proſperity, who are not 


obedient to Gop. * The pride of thine 


| heart hath deceived thee ; ; thou that dwelleſt 
in the clefts of the rock, whoſe habitation is 
high, that ſaith in his heart, who ſhall bring 5 
me down to the ground Though thou exalt 
thyſelf as the eagle, and tho thou ſet thy neſt 
among the ſtars, thence will Fbring thee down, 
faith the LoRD ! all | 


You have how, of the proſperity a 
happineſs of the obedient —You muſt now 
| harken to the curſes, which Gop denounces | 
againſt the diſobedieut. «* Curſed [halt thou 
be in the city, and in the field. —Curſed 


| ſhall be thy baſket, and thy ſtore.—Curſed 


| ſhall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit 
ol thy land, the increaſe of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy ſheep. — Curſed ſhalt thou be when 

thou comeſt in, and when thou goeſt out“. 


But 


( 4) 


Wit to - a6qaint thyſelf more fully with theſe 
niiſchiefs, which thou art expoſed to, ſee the 
following verſes of the me chapter.“ 1 


| Sn W to with the 
| Rate of LAZ ARUs your own. Tho he was 


8 macerated by hunger dęſtitute of friends co. 


vered with ſores reduced to beggary, and at 

laſt died neglected on a dunghill.— Vet his death 

was honorable, and his liſe midſt theſe diſtreſſes 
Vas doubtleſs happy. His misfortunes taught 
him this was not his reſt ;—and induced him 


to improve his uncertain moments in that 


manger, wick de the mercy of Ixsus. fo- 


ceured him in the favor of the ALmicnry. 


Now this mortal life is ended with him, 
what injury does he ſuſtain by all theſe 


ſleeming evils Our ſituation here will avail | 


us nothing hereafter ; if we die in our 1 
our grandeur will be no atonement for them ; 
and if we die in the Haith, our poverty =D 
| wretchedneſs will be no n to our $4 
| Fe. 


Len us commit ourſelves into HIS hands, 
ad rejoice to endure the greateſt affliddion 
ker e, rather than /i fu Her for our fins hereafter. 
Here 


Deut viii. 


4606 

Here affliions, if they have their perfect 
work, will make us obedient and happy ;— 
they ſhall follow us no farther than the grave; 
for there the weary are at reſi, and one glance of 
the beatific viſion ſhall baniſh their remem 
| brance FOR EVER 


SERMON 


SERMON VIIL 


1 Prrx iv. 7. 


THE END or OY pee es AT HAN D. 


HA no intention, by fix ing upon this 
1 ſubject, to quench that happineſs which 
glows within your boſoms, occaſioned by your 
late commemoration of the wonderful birh 
ol Gop, or the acceſſion of the preſent year“ 


1 only mean to confirm the Joys of the truly 
pious on the one hand, and timely detect the 


falſe happineſs of the Forma/z/t on the other, 
by exciting your regard to that moſt ſolemn 
ſeaſon, when the herald ANGEL ſhall ſware by 


HIM that live, TIME SHALL BE NO MORE! 


At which period, we ſhall be fully convinc- 
ed of the reality, or illuſion of our happineſs. 


A CONSCIOUSNESS of your being mortal, 
and conſequently that The end of all things 
is at hand” with you, 1s a very ſufficient rea- 


* Preached on New Year's- Day. 


ſon. 
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Ton for your due mention to this . ; in 


which. — by e 2 


To conſider in what fuſe © « The end of 


——_— ing.” T3 3# © 


What arethe things ta fall end _ 


And in eine i e to this, what are 


the things Which what never end. 


| And then doſe wit «fo appoln es 


WIe are to i. in 4 nfs 46 T be | 


end of all ! is 8 hand.”— 


41 14 7 ry 


SOME perſons Wie and to hop 


| ruin, tis greatly to be feared, have, thro' a 


wrong conception of our APOSTLE's meaning, 


{ſuppoſed the /acred oracles not to be depend- 


ed on, inaſmuch as this prediction is not yet 


_ Tulfiled ; apprehending-that when the APOs- 
TE declared the awful truth in the text, 
he poſitively alluded to the deſtrudion of uni- 

venrſal nature. But I beg leave to differ, ag 1 


ſuppoſe it was brought as an argument to per- 


ſwade the CHRISTIAN Zews ta the ſtricteſt 
practiſe of piety, ecing 80 tremendous things 


were 


che arreſt of DEATH. 


(9) 
were about to fall upon their cHURCH and 
fate; the deſtruction of Jeruſalem being very 
near. And undoubtedly he meant to lead 
them farther, by directing their regard to that 
more awful ſeaſon, which will command their 
attendance at the judgment ſeat of CHRIST, 
when they will be obliged to enter upon an 
unchangeable ſtate, of happineſs or miſery, 
_ agreeable to their conduct in the preſent evil 
World. —But ſhould we allow thoſe /elf-de- 5 
ceivers the point that St. PETER had an 12 
muuedtate eye to the diſſolution of nature—what 
then — Will this miſtake be a ſufficient war- 
rant for their preſumption ?—or will they have , 
A any juſt reaſon to draw the unnatural conclu- 
* Gon, that they ſhall continue in the unchanged 
| poſſeſſion of the things that furround them? 
— Does not experience aſſure us that we are 
mortal? Have we not daily inſtances of per- 


=” being diveſted of all n —_ 85 


- WHENEVER De re lays hi cold * 
upon us, the things of this life will as ef- 
fectually end with us, as tho' we periſhed in 
the univerſal ruins of a burning world. Since 
we muſt all 4ze/—Since we have no reaſon 
to imagine, that the line of our exiſtence __ 
will be ſtretched beyond the oratnary limits of 


K 


life, 


* a 3 _ 1 uh, » A 
B ee ee es et oo en ee EI ER — - 
— hor — 


liſe, may we not conclude that the end of - 
all things is at hand ?”—If ten thouſand years 
ſhould be added to our exiſtence, compare MM 
with ETERNITY and our end is at hand! 
How much nearer then, ſince we are con- 


fined within the pale of three/core years and 


ten! But if we conſider how improbable 
it is, that we ſhall reach even this period, and 
how very few there are who do arrive at it; 
how many accidents, as they are called, 

which we have to run thro' in our way to 
ſuch an age, it muſt be confeſſed, chat " —Rw 
. * of all ö is at hand.” 35 


ANOTHER moment, ts not unhkely, may 
- tranſport us from this fleeting world, and fix 
us in another for ever! However long our 
lives may be, our death is certain; tho' the 
bour is not fully known. If we reflect upon 


the diſeaſes which are latent in our complexi- | 


on, and the many circumſtances that hourly con- 
cur to call them forth in their formidable ope- 
rations—if we call to our remembrance the 
numbers which have fallen victims to wnſu/- _ 
pected diſorders, even in the earlier ſtages of 
life —if we conſider how often the means uſed 
to preſerve life, becomes its bane—how fre- 
quently, and how eaſily, the moſt robuſt per- 
ſons are ſubdued, it mult be admitted that 
* The 


tm) 
The end of all . is at hand.” For 


= the farther illuſtration of this point, I will re- 
fer Fon: to the Kaunas oracles. pi 


8 by hisreply to Pu ax AO“ interro- 
gation, concerning his age, declares that tho! hie 
had attained to one hundred and thirty years, his 
days were both few and evil, Davip up- 
on another occaſion, confeſſed to JoNA- 
THAN—* There is but a ſtep between me 
and death. The ſame perſon declar es 
„Our days on earth are as a ſhadow, and 
there is none abiding.” Jos under a con- 
viction of his frailty, among the many ſtrick- 
ing metaphors he uſes to expreſs the ſhortneſs _ 
and uncertainty of life has theſe—* Our 
days are ſwiſter than a weaver's ſhuttle, — 
Our days are ſwifter than a poſt, they fly 

away; they are paſſed away as the ſwift 
5 2 and as the eagle haſteth to her prey.“ 
St. JAMES aſſures us, that Our life is even 
a vapour that appeareth tor a little time, and 
then vaniſheth away. 


WI will. now 1 wha the things 
are, that ſhall end ere long. The text al- 
ſures us in general terms, The end of all 
things is at hand.”—But to be particular 
The bu meſs on the world ſhall end. We 

K Ha CE = 


( 12 ) 
N ſee mankind purſuing the various employments 
of life, with the ſame eagerneſs and aſſiduity, 


as tho! they were to continue in the cares 
of trade for ever or, as if the riches, which 


may be accumulated by it, would be contribu- 
tary to their happineſs in another world. The 
attention which is paid to the /edger the 
Jour nal, &c. ſeems to indicate that they con- 
tain the words of /fe. But how dreadful 
will the miſtake be to thoſe, who conſult 
them as /uch oracles. The ſeaſon is /erft- 
by advancing, when Ophir and her highly 
_ valued, and ſuppoſed, imperiſhable treaſures, 

ſhall be conſumed by that flame, which ſhall 
devour all created things below. India and 
her wealth, ſhall, ere long, ceaſe to attract 
the attention of the ſedulous merchant.— 
„They that truſt in their wealth, none of 


| them can by any means rede em his bro: 


ther, nor give to Gop a ranſom for him.” 


WVIBEN DEATH arrives, the congueſts of a 
 Cx$AR end, and a period is put to the mi- 
litary achievements of the ambitious general. 
The groans of expiring victims ſhall no 
more raviſh his tranſported heart; nor the 

ſubmiſſion of royal captives elate his haughty 

 mind.—The /moak of deſolated cities ſhalt 
afford him no farther cauſe of triumph— 
8 The 
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The a 1ſcipline and OY ofhis troops, ſhall then 


| leave him no room for confidence in defence, 


orſucceſsin the fierce attack, The ſhrilltrum- 


pet and the warlike drum, ſhall no more 
call forth che ſoldier to his glory, nor inflame: 
his ſoul with fierce deſigns of war. — Thus 
when the unzver/al CONQUEROR gets him- | 
ſelf the victory o'er the dreaded hero; his 
arms are uſeleſs, and his power diſregarded ; 
his priſoners triumph o'er their conqueror, and 
his troops can no longer afford him their aſ- 
ſiſtance; — with all his trophies & He ſhall 
lie down alike in the duſt, and the worms. 
ſhall cover him.” So true is it“! No: 
man hath power over r the ſpirit to retain. the 
| ſpirit, neither hath he power in the day of : 
death, and there is no diſcharge in that war. 


Wurv Darf advances, palaces can no- 
longer pleaſe, or gratiſy the royal vanquiſhed 
mortal! When the % ravager ſeizes: 
the diſſolving frame of languid nature, the 
faireſt proſpect the moſt agreeable ſituation 

E the furniture of the palace, and all its or- 
naments—the grandeur and extent of the roy- 
al gardens—the variety of their productions 
—the flately walks of cedar—the bowers of 


jeſſamine and myrtle—the ten thouſand beau. 


ties of the flowery world, whoſe odours and! 


tincts put forth in ſtrength and beauty, ſeem: 
„ 8 
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to outvie each Ether; WY alt looſe Y 


5 excelling qualities no more they add plea- 


ſure to the eye—or comfort to the mind 
their worth is ended, and their dying lord 
leaves them in the hands of ſome new poſſeſſor, 


hilft he makes the awful tranſit to another 


world.—* So paſſeth away the glory of this 
world.“ At ſuch a ſeaſon we may be re- 
minded of our miſtake, when we declared 
they were Gops, ſeeing they die like 


men. —“ The mighty are exalted for a lit- 


tle while, but are gone and brought low, 
they are taken out of the way as all others, . 
and cut oft as the tops of the ears ae corn. : 


0 EN DE FER comes, there is an end | 


of all the pleaſures of life as they are, /al/ely, 


called. Then amuſements loſe their want- _ 
ed, and wiſhed-for power of pleaſing. The 

fplendors of an afſembly—the entertainments 
of the theatre, and the parade of dreſs end 
here. Then the activity and grace of the 
_ moſt admired per! formers—the wit of the 

molt ingenious drama loſes its excellence, 
and "Bi es the dy ing admirer deſtitute of that 
ſupreme delight he hoped for in it.—“ They 
ſpend their days in marth, and. ; in a moment 
go down to the grave.” 


WIEN 


(us) 


Wert DzATH makes his Wendet ant - 

- gaſtful appearance, the roſe buds of beauty 

wither—the moſt engaging perſon is ſtriped 
of its former admired accompliſhments -The 
eye which lately darted death to the enrap- _ 


_ tured beholder, is cloſed in darkneſs !|— 


The lip on which hung the art of ſoft per- 


ſwaſion, is no longer attended by humble ſup- 


£ pliants, who were accuſtomed to wait its de- 
_ crees for their happineſs, or miſery. —No.— 


Tis now impreſſed with paleneſs, and ſealed 


* 


up in -filence -—All- fappoſed perſestios 


proves but varniſh, and lies deſerted by the 
moſt paſſionate admirers. The rich pro- 


auctions of Per/ia—filks and embroidery—the. 
fparkling diamond, and the bluſhing ruby, 


are now exchanged for the mean attire of a 


woollen ſhroud, or linen winding ſheet. — 
Alas! how looks the farr in theſe coarſe 
robes of death. O, what a change ſince yeſ—- 

| terday !—Snatched from the ornatnented and = 
_ extenſive manſion, and erouded within the 


narrow compaſs of a plain wooden box |— 


hurried from the full enjoyment of worldly 


pomp, into the damp. regions of the gloomy: 
| grave How ſoon, how effectually are alb 


_ theſe things ended? Mortal men dwelb_ 


in houſes of clay, their foundation is in the- 


tuft ey i are cruſhed before the moth.”— 
| <0 Thou. - 
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Thou carrieſt them away as with. a flood, 
they are as a ſleep in the morning; they are 
like the graſs that groweth up, in the morn- 
ing it flouriſheth, in the evening it is cut 

down dried * and withered.” | 


| Warn Dann Grikes the bees 
blow, the delights of the drunkard, and the 


5 pleaſures of the profane ſhall end.— The de- 


bauchee ſhall enjoy his luſt no more. A pe- 
riod will then be put to all the lying vanities 
of life; evil ſhall no more wear the /bet of 
goodneſs : the maſk ſhall be plucked from her 
rueful countenance, and ſhe ſhall be expoſ- 
ed to her deluded converts in her native 
| hue ; unable any longer to ile the convic- 
tions of a guilty mind—or chaſe inquaetude 
from the awakened CONSCINCE—an 2ngquie- 
tude—which if attended to, had been pro- 
_ duttive of a laftng. peace. . But now the 
feaſon 1 18 paſe —'tis over ! 1— tis now too Late | — 
too late FOR EVER 


Cox SIDER ao life ends, all 
means of grace end with it, and the hope of 
glory. Now Gop warns thee of thy dan- 

ger, urges thee to repentance, and offers thee 

bis aſſiſtance for the performance of it. Now 

HE bids thee pray, and e offers thee 

the 


g 
. 
7 
td 


( 


dhe aid of his HoLy Se1R1T to help Gp in- 
 firmity. Now HE bids thee be holy, an 
tenders thee his grace that thou mayeſt be ſo. 
Now HE invites thee to be happy. —HE 
waits to be gracious—HE offers thee his blood 
to cleanſe thee, and his body that thou mayeſt 
eat it and be ſtrong. Now HIS word is 
preached to encourage thee, and HE in hea- 
ven prays for thee What a waſte of love is 


here !—How laviſh is GoD of his goodneſs ! | 


O, goodneſs infinite —O, grace immenſe ! 

Think on it finner—and bluſh to think how | 
long thou haſt neglected it—conſider how ſoon 

theſe overtures of mercy may end—they muſt 

end when DEATH ſhifts the ſcene; and that 


may be this hour. Remember There is 


no work nor device, nor 1 in the 
grave whither thou goeſt.“— They that go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
(Gop's) truth.” Thus all things end wich 


the wicked the pleaſures of this world, and 


the vain espedtations of happineſs in the 


other.—“ When the wicked man dieth, his 


expedtation periſheth.—“ I ſaw the * 
| buried, they were forgotten.” 


How many "enchinking creatures involve 


themſelves in eternal ruin, by a flaviſh obedi- 
ence to the diftates of ambition. The hopes 


of 


(8) 


of perpetuating * memory, frequently 4 
verts them from the momentous concernments 
of an approaching ET E RN ITY. and yet how. 
fruitleſs are their endeavors in general! Few 
are placed in a ſphere that will attract the ad- 
miration of mankind, or render themſelves 
iilluſtriouſſy memorable: ſome indeed become 
popular by irreligion and audacity; —inſtances 


might be given, but what does their ſucceſs 


amount to ?—They are infamous in the eſteem 
ol good men while they live, and perhaps a 

| few years after their demiſe, they are now and 
then recollected as ſingular inſtances of pride 
and profaneneſs, and are pointed out as a warn- 
ing to others. Thus they continue till their 


monumental inſcription is obliterated, or 


others burſt the embryo of perdition, as wan- 
ton and infamous as themſelves ; they are then 
buried in oblivion 'till the great day, when 


their infamy ſhall be made notorious to men 


and angels. A virtuous mind will juſtly 
diſdain the honors of a monument, and ſeek 
after happineſs more permanent than that of 
being regiſtered in the annals of e ; 


gre ations, 


+ Tax end of all 8 is at hand'——foul- 
rending truth To thoſe, who have no Gop” 
"ns thoſe, who place all their * in 

| the 


| 4; ( wy} 1 
dhe preſent evil world. Now they have re- 


courſe to a thouſand things to divert melan- 


choly, or baniſh the ſenſe of pain and diſor- 
der; but ere long theſe expedzents ſhall fail — 
__ cordials ſhall 4% their virtue, and medicines 
their efficacy—amuſements ſhall ceaſe to be 
amuſtive, and the ſolace of friendſhip no longer 

_ retain its v297fying power—the officiouſneſs of 

- parental fondneſs ſhall end e're long, and leave 
the tortured wretch abandoned to DESPAIR! 


Ma Ny derive pleaſure from the recollection 
aof paſt enjoyments, but the infirmity of na- 
ture may enervate the memory, and end the 


deluſion the dotage of old age, may pre- 


vent the ſoul from a diſcovery of its danger, 
and for a ſhort ſeaſon enroll it in a kind of 
happy ſtupor, but DEATH will end the aj 
peace, and rouſe the ſoul from the pleaſing 
lethargy, to a painful conſciouſneſs of its mi- 
ſery and ruin. We might illuſtrate this ſo- 
lemn poſition by a variety of things, but let 
what has been ſaid ſuffice, for the irreligious 
ons of Belial, and the vain EY of — 
1 and idle mirth. | 


y rd 0. ye pious and penitent, to the 
conſideration of a few matters, which may be 
N of much real pleaſure and /olid 


good 


"4a 1 . 


good. The end of all your troubles is at 
band. Ve ſhall ere long put off the clog of 
mortality, and with holy confidence commit 
your bodies to the filent grave, 'till the 
| kerald ANGEL declares thro' univerſal na- 
ture —““ Time ſhall be no more.” Theſe 

bodies, whoſe infirmities have ſo often pre- 
vented you from, or interrupted you in the 


diſcharge of your duty, religious and civil, 


ſhall, in a ſhort ſeaſon, be no more expoſed to 
the many diſeaſes which now attend you. 
Let hope grow ſtronger, and faih increaſe, 
| for your redemption draweth nigh. When 

a few more days are paſſed away, ye ſhall be 
delivered from the cenſures and reproaches of 
5 an unkind world from the ill- treatment and 
abuſes of the wicked ;—and not from theſe 
only, but from your great adverſary, who has 
lain ſo many pleaſing ſnares to entrap your 
ſouls, and cunning ſchemes to ſeduce you 
from your graczous REDEEMER When 
the welcome meſſenger arrives, a final period 
will be put to all inquietude of mind. Sin 
| ſhall no more trouble you—ye ſhall no longer 


be expoſed to the fierce aſſaults of that ene- 


my, who ſo often comes upon you as a 
mighty torrent—e're long your doubts ſhall 
. eternally vaniſh, and leave you happy in the 
full enjoyment of your ſouls delight. —O, 


happy 


9 „ 
| happy, ſeaſon, in the which we ſhall be deli- 


vered from all fin, and placed in a ſtate inca- 


ſhall end our trials, and free us from every 

poſſibility of diſhonoring the FRIEND of „in- 

ners, by doubting his power, or queſtioning 

his love! When pale diſeaſe ſtretches you 

on the bed of diſſolution, exult—exult in the 
proſpect of the wiſhed for hour, in the which, 


by the merits of IEs us, ye ſhall be tranſport- 


| ed to endleſs and eee, * 5 


Taz next point to he 3 is, what 


are the things which ſhall never end. 


Tus M3 of Gov 3 m date 
eſt manner, and our CONSCIENCES bear teſ- 


timony to the truth of it, that our /ouls are 
immortal, and muſt ave or die ETERNAL- 


LY! Rewards and puniſhments are due 


| to us for our preſent conduct, and both the 


former and the latter, when beſtowed, will be 


irrevocable. We will conſider this more 
7 largely. The world we travel thro' is our 
ſlate of trial, and every immortal rational 
creature that enters upon it is Aa probationer 
lor another, and a better world. The world 
we are deſigned for is of ſuch purity, that we can- 


not be admitted with any thing finſul or impure; 
L Go: D 
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G0 has therefore: 11 care to as men 


ſenſible of this by the preaching of His word, 


and where that bleſſed ſound is not heard, that | 


_con/crouſne/s of good and evil which is im- 
planted in every boſom, gives every man a 
due alarm, and fain would rouſe him to eſ- 
cape the wrath to come :—ſo that no man, 
whether Pagan or CurISTIAN, will have 
ignorance to plead in the great day. Go 
has taken care to provide for our information 
in theſe weighty matters—ſuch as—we are 
nul and need to be clean/ed—dying, and haſ- 
tening to an eternal ſtate—HE has occaſion- 
ed the neceffity of repentance to be declared, and 
the nature of it—HE has given us the happy 
aſſurance of His love and protection, conſe- 
quent upon our leaving our ſins and crying to 
HIM for mercy. On the contrary HE has 


aſſured us if we « ſinners, unchanged, un- 


pardoned, where HE is, we cannot come. 
Now if men live and die in the /ober, wilful 
neglett of theſe things after the moſt /olemn 
n is it not reaſonable to conclude that 
ſuch a contempt of Go, ſuch an abu/e of HIS 
offered mercy really deſerves the threatened 
5 puniſhment ? Is it likely that thoſe wretched 


creatures who hve and die in the neglect of it, 


if they ſhould live ten thouſand years —is it like- 
5 51 ſay, that * would turn ſrom the error 
of 


| 12g 3 
ol their 1 Might we not expect that the | 
indulgence of ſuch an age, would be attended 
with greater hardneſs of heart, and contempt 
of Gop's word and commandment, and con- 


ſequently be produttive of greater * 5 
hereafter ? | x 


As this is our ſtate of rial, as it is in this 

bfe only we can be candidates for HEAVEN, | 
is it reaſonable to think aſter our miſcarriage 
here, we ſhall regain it hereafter ?—To admit 
of this, requires credence in a purgatory ;— 
or that the torments of the damned are not 
_ eternal; both of which are flatly contradiftory . 


to the word of Gov, as we ſhall ſufficiently Wh, 


prove: Hell is acknowledged to be an un- 

holy, impure place.—Is it probable then, that 
any who may be ſo dreadfully unhappy as to 
fall into that place of miſery, will be made more 
pure ?—And if they retain their impurity, 
what other ſtate will they be fit for? But will 
they not be contracting more filth, and: ſo ex- 
pole themſelves to continued puniſhment ?— - 
Thus rea/on argues for the ETERNITY of 
| hell, We might urge the infinite evil 
of n in a more copious manner, but as 
time will not admit of it, we ſhall urge that 
which with Chrizans ſhould have more abun- 

dant weight — the oracles of Gop. +” 
. 1 MusT 


* 
1 MUST now ſolicit your forgiveneſs for 
mis digreſſion, which I thought a neceſſary. 
| Preparative to the dreadful truths I have yet 


to treat of, and which might have been leſs 
— unleſs proved reaſonable and certain. 


Our bleſſed Lok, As of our 8 
pineſs, ſhews us the infinite miſery of loſing 
HEAVEN, by informing us, the damned are 
| involved in that © Lake which burns with 
_ fire and brimſtone, where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched ; but the ſmoak 
of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and 
| ever. The ſame ſhall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of Gop, poured out without mix- 
ture into the cup of his indignation, and fhal! 
be tormented with fire and brimſtone, and 
ſhall have no reſt day nor night.“ ! WhO 
can dwell with everlaſting burnings!” Re- 
lect upon that diſmal ſtate, and take a calm 
ſurvey of the horrid proſpett.— Dwell with 
_ devouring fire!—How terrible how inſup- 

portable the very thought! What mi- 
ſery and anguifh do we endure by boiling wa- 
ter, or burning iron falling upon us !—it ren- 
ders our days comfortleſs, and our nights te- 
dious and painful; — neither the nouriſhment 


we receive, or the pleaſures we court to di- 


vert us, yield us any ſatisſaction. If mat- 
| e ters 
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ters run to ſuch a length when there are 
hopes of a recovery, and under the advan- 
tage of every means that is likely to promote 
our eaſe—how unſpeakably dreadful muſt 
thoſe pains he, which can never be mitigat-- 
ed by the power of medicine, if medicines. 
could be had, or eaſed for a ſmall mo- 
ment by the. hopes of a. reſpite! We 
know how dreadful it 1s to have a raging fe- 
ver upon us, and unabated thirſt; life is ren. 
dered truly uncomfortable under the burning 
influence of 1uch diſorders, which create in 
us deſires that cannot with ſafety be gratified ; 
— how deſirable is it in ſuch a caſe, to be 
plunged in ſome river, where at once we: 
might cool our burning limbs, and quaff down 
large draughts to abate our thirſt, II che 
diſorder is terrible under all the cooling things: 
that are adminiſtered, and amid all the officious 
tenderneſs of relatives and friends, can thought 
reach the more intolerable fever of ETERNAL 


j fire, and EVERLASTING. tzr/{—where one- 
| drop of water will be groaned for—but i vain. 
4 here no phy/ecran ſhall, or can, afford his. 
3 = kind preſcriptions no cooling drinks be ad- 
miniſtered but the poor ſinner deſtitute of alt 
5 help, has the miſery of having his pains aggra- 


vated by the repeated and ince/ant tortures of 
unrelenting deyils, who make his pain their 


T Plegſue, 
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fleaſire 1 ide in his torments L- Ans af- 


_ tortured /oul To be conſcious too that this 


in the e * of _ de 8 


| oO si EAS think, ad 20010 while" you 
think, how unhappy beyond all compariſon | 

muſt be the wretch, who ſinks under the indig- 

_ nation of an injured GOD !—A GOD who of- 

 fered him HIs Viendſiip in the perſon of 

the lowly, lovely JEsus See, ſee him now 

cut off the enjoyment of HI whom devout 


erch-ange!s worſhip—remote for ever from 
Mis ſmiles an eternal ſtranger to the rap- 


turous ſonnets angels fing to the great author 
of their happineſs !—Ah poor unhappy ghoſft— 


how great thy miſery—excluded theſe enjoy- 


ments compelled to affociate with damned ö 


 fpirits and tormenting devils, without the 


maoſt diftant proſpect of relief—Alas, how 

dreadful Not only to loſe HEAVEN not 
merely to /uffer Hell but to have the loſs of the 
one rendering the other more intolerable.— 


Not only to have thy eyes refuſed the fight of 


Jxsus 


— . — — 


ter having counted in tedious anguiſh, MIL- 
LIONS of unhappy ages, to ſee the flame grow _ 

- ſtronger, and the means of torment increaſing | 
upon him—how muſt it wound his burning 


' muſt be his caſe FOR EVER—mulſt add freſh 


horror to his torments, and fink him _ 


1 107 15 
| 1508 in his glory but to have them forced 


open againſt thy will, to view the horrors of 
_ ETERNAL fire—the burning chains of Th - 
phet—to deſcry the helliſh and unrelenting 


countenances of triumphant devils—to behold 
the diſtorted countenances of tortured. /pirits— 
to have thy ears opened to their deep fetch- 


ed groans, and hideous pellings to be up- 


braided with thy folly, and puniſhed for thy : 
pride in that ſad ſtate of miſery, thro” hope- | 
leſs acts of deſpair !—S1Rs, how can ye 
_ endure the gaſtly, chilling thought What 
juſt abhorrence ſhould it create in us againſt 
thoſe evils, that lead us to this place of dire per- 
dition !—O may the /moak of their burning 
drive us cloſer to HIM, Who died for our 
ſins, and roſe again for our juſtification,“ that 
we may eſcape theſe miſeries, * The bitter 
: pains of everlaſting death. 4 
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SERMON IX. 


1 Px En iv. 7. 


Tux END or ALL THINGS 18 AT HAND. 


O relieve the gloom and horror our 
minds have been over caſt with by thoſe: 
awful conſiderations, we were lately employ- 
ed in, let us now ſurvey thoſe moſt happy 
_ manſions of the new Jeruſalem, where ove 
for ever dwells. 


5 Tube "Ty I ever bleſſed inhabi- 
_ tants, whoſe pleaſures are as ample as their 
_ author is infinite and eternal There they 
are before the throne of Gop, and ſerve him. 
day and night, in his temple; and he that 
ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell among them. 
| They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt | 
any more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, 
nor any heat; for the Lamb which is in the 
midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhall 


lead them unto. living fountains of waters: 


and Gop ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.“ 


( 130 pn 
eyes.“ ve bleſſed 1 ho- 8 
your happineſs ! Ve enjoy in His pre- 


ſence fulneſs of joy, and from n1s right hand 
ye derive pleaſures fer evermore! Ever- 


laſlingiy ſecured from all diſeaſe and ſickneſs, . 


and all iniquity forgiven—how muſt your glad 
hearts exult in the reſulgent proſpect of in - 
creaſing felicity The holy raptures that en- 
kindle your ſacred boſoms, are ever leading 
you to the ſublimeſt expreſſions of ſuperior 
_ gratitude and love! O; bleſſed employ- 
ment !— Thrice happy in itfelf—infinitely 
more happy, ſince requited by the approving, 
ſmiles of JESUs. Ye are lodged in perfect 
ſecuriqy — expoſed no more to the aſſaults of 
Satan, nor liable to loſe the ſacred tranſport ! _ 
Your treaſures are inexhauſtible—ſubjett to 
no decay! No painful vigilance breaks 
your quiet—no apprehenſions of ſurprize 
moleſt your reſt !—Ye are protected in the 
celeſtial citadel, where no thieves can break 


through; and your treaſures lodged in the 


bank of Heaven, where neither moth nor 


ruſt corrupt! O, ye highly favored of the 


_ LoRD—employ your all in praiſe of your in- 
: dulgent benefafor !—fince ETERNAL youth 


1s yours, ye cannot fear thoſe fatigues and 


languors once occaſioned by exceſs of 
; nit Shout then the honors of the HoLY 
* = JESUS, 


Gn. 


518 sus, We) let the concave of the 4 exp anſe 
re- echo in ſymphonious numbers the glory of 


His name —Celeſtial ber b c ex- 
. * | 


Ys countleſs myriads, who jointly wor- 
hip in thoſe realms of joy, how muſt nis_ 
_ preſence, whoſe veſture proclaims HIM, KING 
or KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDs !—How. 
muſt H1s preſence animate your enraptured 
boſoms, and encourage you in the ceaſeleſs 
employment of perfect adoration! Well 
may ye kail HIM—HOLY, HOLY, wen, 

| LORD GOD ALMIGHTY |! 0 


"Your 3 glow with more intenſe 
ardor, when ye turn reflexive on the world 
_ guſt ended, and conſider the great tribulation 
he brought you thro', who made your robes 
white in his all cleanſing blood! Now ye 
enjoy perpetual converſe with your angehc 
watchful guardians, who deputed by their 

Lob, protected you in midnight flum- 
bers from invading harm, or by intuition | 
led you uninjured from obtruding vice. Now 
ſorrow and ſighing are for ever fled !—The _ 
| fickly Moon ſhall no more ſhed her baleful 
influence—nor the meridian Sun ſcorch 
with vertic ray's but, The Lo RD ſhall 


he 


be unto vou as light, and your dos | 
your glory !'— Le ſhall enjoy His loving 


. ˙— w 


leſted joy.—Your temples are crowned with 
unfading palm—how greatly recompenſed for 
the ſhort campaign of life Once ye walked 
by faith, but now by /ght—once ye ſaw your 
LOVELY CHIEF, as thro' a glaſs darkly, but 
now face to face—ye fee HIM as hers! Ah 
happy, inconceivably happy ſouls! What end- 
leſs glories do ye poſſeſs! How are ye re- 
freſhed by that . Pure river of water of life, | 
| clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne _ 
of Gop, and of the Lamb!“ No fabled 
 ELYSIUM yours—all that ſurrounds you is Ws 
| Pantial bliſs! 


Bur where are wel—Ah! far beneath 
muoſe realms of everlaſting ſelicity—as yet ſo- 
Iourners in a deſart world | Infpired by 
bdheſe extatic joys, may we derive freſh vi- 
MM gour— and with alacrity preſs forward, till 

the Prince of that thrice happy land calls 

us, even us, to be partakers of thoſe ſacred 

pleaſures, which ſhall endure while Gov con- 
tinues to be nern | | 


But we muſt hallen to choſe . 
1 THz 


kindneſs, which is better than life, in unmo- 


Taz end of all chings is at hand! May 5 
is ſacred truth find conſtant entertainment 
in my heart!—On every occaſion, that is 
| likely to alienate my affeftions from things 
above, may it remind me of my latter end, 

: 1 * me to apply my _ unto wife 


5 Th is 8 bleſſed. 1 HEAVEN | 
has granted us to prepare for eternity. How 
eareful ſhould we be to huſband every 
particle of it to the beſt advantage, ſince 


ſuch weighty things are dependent on our 


improvement, or neglef of it But of this 
ort, ſhortening, and uncertain ſeaſon, has 
great a part has fled unnoticed, unimproved 1 
ls it true that every additional hour diminiſhes 
our lives, and hurries us irreſiſtibly to the 
world unknown ?—Alas! how many thou- 
ſand hours—how many months and years are 
| fled without 1improvement—fled, to return no 
more! The ſun has once more compleat- 
ed his annual career—the vernal Spring— 
_ the ſmiling Summer—the bounteous Autumn 
and the chearlels Winter, have once more 
compleated their ſucceſſive revolutions, and 
read a uſeful lecture to reflettive minds.— — 
| Theſe are the 2 perhaps, that ſhall glide 


M over 


( 434 ) 
over 128 hbad while unnumbered with the ; 
dead. 


Ann year—what of: it *. Another 
year of my probation is paſt, The laſt will 
come e're long, and put an everlaſting end 


to every fruitleſs expectation. Another 
year ALMIGHTY goodne/s has brought me 
ſualely through but horrid ingrate that I am, 
how have I neglected the glory of GOD 
the good of my ſoul, and the one of my 
| fellow creatures! e | 


Ler me talen enter my boſom, and 
minutely examine the records of coNSCI- 


_ ENCE,— How inſupportable the black review! 
What a train of /abbaths are fled, and their 
| ſacred duties wnperformed—how many of 
' theſe days of Tat LORD or Hosts have 
"7 ſquandered in unmeuning ſervices, and . 


lemn mockery—how many /ermons have been 
addreſſed to my hearing, reminding me of 
TIME's decay, and urging me to purſue the 
important buſineſs of an opening ETER 
NITY !—Have they anſwered their deſign ?. 


Week alter week rolled on, and left me ſtill 
about to enter upon the buſineſs yet unbegun 
month after month advanced upon me, and 


leſt ine re/olute in new reſolves; but hur- 


ried on by the impetuous torrent of ſenſua- 


lity, 


( 15 ) 


Inty, I only wandered farther from the happy | 
centre. What uſeleſs viſits have I made _ 
to the theatre—the af/embly—the tavern, or 


the ale-houſe . Ho /e/domhave I entered 
my cloſet in the {aft year —how ſhort and 
 Jruitleſs was the time when in it! What 
hours have been chaſed away by impertinent 5 


inquires or vidiculous converſe, in which the _ 


moſt weighty matters were never introduced! 


A — Alas! my head turns giddy at the black ac 
count the departed year has VEE _—_ me 
in the court of Heaven | . 


| [Wann I coed to flidy, or meditation, 


what were the /ubje?s I fixed on, or the 
books I conſulted ?—Nezws-papers and plays, 


romances and travels would ſeldom ſuffer the 


BIBLE to be entertained five minutes together; 
and this—O bluſh to think it, ſcarce once a 
 week—politcs and philoſophy, trade and hiſs 
| tory ſuperſeded, DEATH and JUDGEMENT, 


HEAVEN and HELL; and left me more a 


fool than when the year began. How great 
a part of ſo ſhort a life is /oft.—How many 
hours are fled from the na number HEAVEN 
aſſigned me for the beſt purpoſes—they fled 
While ſtupified in flumber, or diverted by the 
_ antics, of fancy on an idle brain—yes they 
are gone and will return 0 more O, let 


os RR | me 
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" ſpeedy, DEATH is juſt at hayd! 


( 196 ) 


me hide me from my 9 felf in forme 
deep dug dungeon—or to be more effectual 
in this /e/-defertion, ſorſake me memory !— 
But what will this avail ?—The hour of rec- 
honing is at hand. —Ready or unprepared, the TE 
the Judge will have an Ag . p 


Is this the W # any heart in as. 


| aſſembly If ſo thy caſe deſerves the great- 
eſt pity and the beſt advice. E're time is fled „ 
for ever, be adviſed be ſincere and diligent, 
and you yet may live: go firſt and mourn yo ur 
| fad condition at His throne, who bled for fn. 
 ners— who died for you; /h out thy fin- 


ful ſoul in ſobs of penitence before Him, 


and vehemently cry—* O LorD have mer- 
ey on a wretch whoſe crime is murder, of 
bimſelf and thee—who, perhaps, has not one 


ſhort hour to hve—Have mercy on me thou 


fon of Davip Y'—have mercy on me, as 
chou hadſt on him, who in the eleventh hour 


implored and obtained thy grace. Go poor 
polluted ſinner, and doubly diligent improve 


each coming hour; be it thy firſt great care 
to ſeek for faith, and reſt not till thou haſt 


it; that ſacred thing will make a SAVIOUR 


| thine —-Go and redeem each moment by 


tears and prayers, and pious induſtry. —Be 
Tus 


. - ** . 4 ; 
ö nt od — — 


(Wm) 
- Tax end of all things is at hand. How 
many are they ended with already Look 


back from Ab AM. — But why ſo far — Let 
dhe 14% year ſuffice. How frequently was 
L alarmed by doleful paſſing- bells every day 
what troops have paſſed before me to the 
land unknown Survey that populous ſoli- 
tary city of the dead“ what numbers there 
have fixed their dwelling in the Ja twelve 


months! What numbers of my gay acquain- 


tance ſnatched off in kealth—in pleaſure, when 
leaſt ſuſpicious of their end! Some dear 
relations too are mouldering there; —and il 


memory fails not, there are ſome, who urged 


by buſineſs or allured by pleaſure, fell fick 
from home far diſtant, and breathed their 


laſt with rangers; who not knowing the fal- 


' tering accents of the dying wiſh, leave the 
requeſt undone ; no tears bedewed the grave 
Eno ſighs were heard when the inanimate 


body was intombed in its original. No groan 


of friendſhip, when the prieſt pronounce 


with ſolemn accent ut to duft, and the ho]- 


low murmur of injected clay, in reverbera- 


tions more expreſſive than all che lau- 


guage of the babbling earth,” c/o/:d the 
lad ſcene, and told the gaping crowd his 
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_ courſe was finzſhed and his trial paſt, There 
freſh hillocks are raiſed over thoſe, who late- 
 lIy—but a few months or weeks ſince could 
review as J can, perhaps with far more pro- 
fit, that houſe appointed or all living! The 

bell next rung, may tell the neighbours Im 


no more—the grave to-morrow may be my 


gloomy lodgement—there I muſt part with 


all, and rot in darkneſs till the © great day of 


_ dread, deciſion, and deſpair” How then 
are my accounts Am I prepared to meet 
my Gop?—This is a werghty queſtion, and 
demands a /erwous anſwer Am ! fit to die 
Ecco launch into the world of ſpirits to meet 


the Judge of quick and dead — to hear the de- 


diſtue ſentence paſſed unſhocked if not—great 
God, how wretched is my condition every 
hour hurries me nearer to my final doom! 


O ET ERN 11 Eternity How ſwiftly doſt 
thou advance how greedily doſt thou devour 
the ſleeting moments of uncertain life! O 
let us ſtrictily examine ourſelves. Am I in- 


tereſted in the merits and blood of JESUS--= 
have I ſincerely repented of my fins---do 1 


mourn for them now---is JESUS my Saviour 


can I call HI ine by the power of a liv- 


ins faith---can I meditate on DEATH with de- 
light t/ul Jotemmly, and reflect on judgment with 


unſhaken | 


( 49: ) 


eden tee de a word, am 1 lune 
for ETERNITY P 


cov LD we conſtantly draw to our mental 
view the ſolemnity of a ching hour, and that 
tremendous day approaching---how different- 
ly ſhould we be employed !---The clo/et would 
be more frequently viſited, and the throne of. 
grace more warmly ſupplicated. Did we 
but conſider---< All theſe things ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved”---how baſe would every bauble of 
life appear !---Every. pleaſing deluſion of fan- 
cied happineſs, compared to thoſe divine rea- 
(ities that ſhall ſhortly: be revealed, would be 
truly contemptible. How careful ſhould 
we be to improve every particle of time to 
the beſt purpoſes, if we frequently explored 
the ſecrets of vaſt ETERNITyY---how. fickly 
would every worldly amuſement be, if we 
did but contemplate the ſuperior pleaſures of 
mnexhaujted glory---how fincere would every 
word and action be, did we but conſider 
Gop omniſcient, omnpreſent---how able ſhould 
we be to oppoſe, with true magnanimity, 
thoſe who war againſt Gop and our ſouls, 
if we aded under the influence of HIS HOLY 
SPIRIT---how enraptured would our appre- 
henſions of a /þ:edy diſſolution be, if we dai- 
ly walked with GOD !---But, by neglecting 
theſe 


( 140 


theſe ckirigh we render our lives miſcrable, | | 
5 and the * of death 3 3 


Bane how nenitley 2d bur . 7 
the improvement of our lime is, ſuffer me to 
hy before you a few rules, worthy of your . 


obſervance, for the N of your con- 
Es duct. | | 


he is « highly ati wha we re. 
or however employed, to conſider we are _ 1 
ing down the ſtream of TIME into the peace- 
Jul ocean—or tempeſtuous ſeas of Eternity 
Being thus ſeaſonably reminded of our morta- 
Ach, it is probable we ſhall be more aſſid- 
* nous in matters of luch n 


_ LerT the - ona feripture be our conc 
teacher and director, by 2c let us examine 
whether we have that living faith that 
conſtitutes us true belzevers, and its genuine 
fruits an un: form obedience. In this exa- 

mination we ſhould be particular at all times, 
but more eſpecially every morning and even- 
_ ing.—lIn the morning when we awake we 
ſhould collect our thoughts, and fix them all on 

 Gop; and after having poured out our hearts 
in grateful praiſes, we ſhould implore the guꝛ- | 
ance of H1S HOLY SPIRIT through the 

| | day; 


| 
# 


n 


* ;—before we quis our chende the bible 5 


ſhould he conſulted, this will ſtore our minds : 


with thoſe promiſes God has made to us, 
and afford us ſweet ſubjett matter for our 
meditations: in the day. We ſhould be 


careful to / up our kearts to Gop fre- 
quently in devout ejaculations, and ever be 


ſtudious to keep our /owly maſter before us, 
whoſe example, if followed, will conduce in 
no ſmall degree to our pre/ent and eternal 
comfort... When the ſoft hours of reſt ap- 
proach us, we ſhould enter our boſoms and 
ſtrictly ſearch out the tranſgreſſions. of the day, 
that we may weep over our folly and obtain. 


Forgiveneſs ; ſo ſhall we be enabled to com- 


| poſe our minds, and ſecurely infold ourſelves: 


in the arms of refreſhing ſlumbers. With- 


out regulations of this nature, we ſhall be 
| often running into perplexity, and loading 


our man with ga contractions of on. 5 


BE it our buſineſs ta 3 we are dy-. 
ing creatures, and going to the judgment ſeat 


of JESUS to receive our deciſive ſentence 


— therefore let us watch leſt DEATH ſhould. 
ſurpriſe us into ruin, and our negligence be 


requited by perpetual exile from future glory. 


Now 


(wy 


Now let me earneſtly entreat you not to 


| ſuffer theſe refleions' to be eaſily wiped from 


your remembrance.—Ye have often, perhaps, 


been impreſſed with ſolemn reflections ſimilar 


to theſe, but they ſoon vaniſhed and left 
you but the worſe.—Ye weep—but why ? Is 
it for yourſelves or others ?—Is it for thoſe 


whom DEATH has torn from your embraces, 
and now detains cloſe priſoners in the place ap- 
_ pointed for all living To lament for them is 


fruitleſs, ſince all the extravagance of diſtreſs and” 


ſorrow can never recall them from © the land 


of apparitions”—or the bed of loathſome pu- 


trefaftion oe Weep for yourſely es” an d not 
for us, would be the language of thoſe decay- 


ing bodies, were they ſuffered to retread the 


ſtage of action, or exerciſe the once loquaci- 
ous member, now for ever mute. Then 
teſtify your love for them, by a due compli- 
ance to their advice —indulge no u/ele/5 ſor- 
Tow to employ thoſe hours ſleep refuſes to at- 


tend you in; rather ſeize ſuch favorable ſea- ; 


ſons for far other purpoſes. Let the ſolemn 
Vibrations of the mdnzght bell enforce the” 
truth each ſtroke declares—* * 1 
> 5 from thee | 5 5 


Tux end of all things is at band! ! May this 
zruth ſink deep into our hearts That ſo when 


(6 a48 ) 


: the 65 allures, Satan tempts, and-our (has 
are prone to yield, we may ſpeedily recolle& 
our approaching end and diſmiſs the bait un- 
taſted and deſpiſed! May every day of our 
lives be attended with ſuitable expreſhons of 

F gratitude for additional favors, and while our 
days are increaſing, may we conſider our lives 
are diminiſhing, and tat our end ts at hand |! 
May we, whenever the hour comes, be ready, 
and die the death of the righteous ; to this end 
may Gop ever aſſiſt us with HIs grace; ſo 
ſhall we witneſs a good confeſſion at the laſt, 

to the comfort of ſurviving ſojourners, whoſe 
hearts will rejoice in-GoD, while.we attend 
the call of the angelic convoy to the celeſti. 


al world, where all is joy and nn 
PEACE. | 
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